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Compleat in 18 Vols. 8vo. with general Indexes, 

HE Prefent State of the Republick of Letters.. Giving a 
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Wes E need not inform the World of the 

‘) Nature, Defign or Ufefulne/s of the 
following Work: The politeft Nations 
of Europe have given the laft an am- 


SX oof the like Undertakings. One of my 

Predeceffors has traced their Origin be- 
youd the Chriftian AEva, * and 240 Years before the Na- 
tivity of our Saviour finds Appollodorus, of Athens, the 
moft refined City upon Earth, compofing fomewbat in this 
Way. After him he reckons the famous Diodorus Si- 
culus and Photius, whatever circumftantial Differences 
there may be between us, as Authors of our Rank and 
Species. But the Honour of a Project for acquainting 
the Public in a regular and periodical Manner with the 
Prefent State of Learning, was, as he rightly obferves, 
veferved for, and is only due to M De Sallo, ecclefafti- 
cal Counfellor in the Parliament of Paris; who in 166 i, 
firft publifbed fuch a Treatife, weekly, under the Title of 
Journal de Scavans. This was received every where 
with Approbation, and the Pattern immediately imitated 
an Italy and Germany. 


The celebrated Mr. Bayle was mightily taken with 
that Gentleman’s Performance. He was then in Hol- 
land, 


" See the Preface to the fir Volume of the Literary Maga- 
ZINC. 
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land, and furprized to fee that ina Place, where there 
were fo many learned Men, {0 many Bookfellers, and fo 
great a Liberty of the Prefs, nothing of that Kind had 
been ever attempted. Ide was greatly inclined as well as 
follicited to engage in fomewhat of the like Purport bim- 
felf. The Exce/s of Time and Application which he 
forefaw it would require, for a while deterred him and 
diverted bis Refolution. But at length, being piqu’d by 
a filly Colleétion of one Henry Desbordes, entitled Mer- 
cure Scavant, printed at Amfterdam, se determined to 
furnifh the Public with fomething that might be worthy 
of their Notice and Attention. Accordingly, in 1684, 
be began his News from the Republick of Letters, 
which he continued monthly, with univerfal Applaufe, 
for the three following Years, till he was obliged to defift 
by an Indifpofition that was the Effeét of his indefatiga- 
ble Labour and Study. Since then it has been carried 
on by different Hands, and under divers Titles in that 
Country, which bas for many Years paft been, as it 
were, the Center of Literary as well as political Intel- 
ligence to the reft of Chriftendom. 


In the Beginning of 1669, a Work refembling that 
of Mr. Bayle was affumed here, with extracrdinary 
Succe/s, and has been happily profecuted ever fince, with 
fome Variation of Plan and Title. 


It muft be agreeable to a People, fo under ftanding and 
zagenious as the Englifh, to be perpetually acquainted 
with what paffes in the Commonwealth of Learning ; 
and they have given abundant Evidence of their Satif= 
fattion in this Refpett, by their favourable Acceptance 
of every Thing that has contributed thereto. This has 
merited the united Concern of the Proprietors of the Pre- 
fent State of the Republick of Letters and the Lite- 
rary Magazine, to /ubfitute fomething in the Place of 
| thefe Fournals,which, though not of another Kind, may 
yet be more extenfively ufeful than either of them; in 
which they Lope not only more generally to pleafey but 
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likewife to experience the Affiftance of Men of Tafle 
and Erudition throughout the Kingdom. 


Herein they propofe not only to give the World an Ac- 
count of all the valuable Books printed cither at Home 
or Abroad, but alfo many curious Differtations on mif- 
cellaneous Subjetts, extratted from the Writings of the 
moft eminent Authors, or tranf{mitted to them by their 
learned Corre{pondents: Nor can they doubt but Gentle- 
men of Academical Education, and verfed in the beau- 
tiful Remains of Antiquity, will frequently communicate 
to them thofe Fruits of their Studies, which will be an 
Honour to themfelves, and greatly embellifh thefe Pa- 
pers, though they are neither of Bulk or Importance 
enough to bear a feparate Lmpreffion. 


Our Title Page exprefsly declares our Intention of 
tran[mitting to Pofterity, as far as we are able, the 
Memoirs of thofe who bave excelled in the Belles Let- 
tres, or been Benefattors to Arts and Sciences: We 
foall take all Opportunities of gratifying our Readers in 
this Inftance; and from whencefoever the Materials oc- 
cur, we foall be careful to di/pofe them in fuch a Me- 
thod as is moft conducive to their Pleafure and Profit. 


As to the Conduét of the Work in general, our De- 
Sign is to preferve a Medium between fuch a Prolixity in 
our Abfivatts, as would make the Originals needlefs, 
and fo fuperficial a View as can convey no adequate Idea 
of the Subjects they infift on; fill aiming to delight 
our Readers with the greateft Variety of Ariticles cone 
fiftent with that Intention. 


Criticifm and Cenfure are what we fhall cautioufly 
exercife, and never but where there is a manifeft Occa- 
Sion; Reflections we fhall oftener indulge in, as they tend 
to enliven @ Difcourfe, and to convey ufeful Hints and 
profitable Inftruéttions; but Partialtty, which above all 
things corrupts the Underftanding, and perverts the Fudg- 
ment, 1s what we fhall induftrioufly avoidy and endea- 
vour to keep clear of. | Mt 
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At the End of each Number we fhall infert an exact 
Catalogue of the Books that have been publifbed here 
within the refpective Months, and alfo of thofe imported 
from beyond Sea, of which we can procure any Notice. 
In a word, as nothing fhall be wanting on our Parts to 
vender this Undertaking as compleat, as inftruciive and 
entertaining as poffible, fo we requeft, and hope for the 
Concurrence of all thofe, who are capable of affifling us 
in the Profecution of fo valuable a Purpofe. 


Such Gentlemen as are pleafed to favour us with their 
Lucubrations in Points of Philofopby, Phyfick, Hiftory, 
Chronology, &c. are defired to diveét them to our Pub- 
lifoer T. Cooper, at the Globe iz Pater- Notfter-Row, 
for The Author of the Hiftory of the Works of the 
Leagned; by whom they will be gratefully received. 
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ARTICLE L 


La Purirosopure du bon Sens, ou Refle- 
tions philofophique fur l’Incertitude des 
Connoifances humaines, a l’Ufage des Ca- 
valiers & du beau fexe: Par Monfieur Le 
Marquis D’ Argens, 

That is, 

The Philofophy of good Senfe;, or, Philofophical 
Reflections upon the Uncertainty of human 
Knowledge, Ise the Ufe of Gentlemen and La- 
dies. By the Marquis D’Argens, One Vo- 


lume 8yo. containing 444 Pages. 


HE greateft Genius’s, and thofe who have di- 
{tinguifhed themfelves by uncommon Attain- 
ments in the Sciences, are willing to acknowledge, 
that there are a great many things above their Capa- 
city, and beyond the reach of human Underftanding : 
JANUARY 1737, A In 
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In confequence of this they cut off a great many Dif- 
ficulties, which embarrafs thofe who affeét to refolve 
them, and who after they have ftudied long, think 
they have attained fome Knowledge, when they have 
learned nothing but the Art of darkening their own 
Underftandings, and communicating their Ignorance 
and Prejudices to thofe who fhall have the Misfortune 
of receiving their Inftructions. Our Author feems 
to have had a due Senfe of this, and to have defign- 
ed his Book as a Check to the Vanity and Pride of 
thofe half-learned Pedants, who while they pretend 
ro.underftand all things, and are regarded by many as 
the Oracles of Learning, are only, in reality, confi- 
dent thro’ Ignorance, the Dupes of their own Vani- 
ty, and know little befide the Art of fcreening them- 
felves under the Proteétion of unintelligible Words, 
from the Evidence of good Senfe and Reafon, againft 

which they feem to have declared an endlefs War. 
The Book confifts of a preliminary Difcourfe, and 
five Reficé&tions, or, as the Author fometimes calls 
them, Diflertations upon the Uncertainty of Hiftory, 
Logick, general Phyficks, Metaphyficks and Judici- 
ary Aftrology. In his preliminary Difcourfe he gives 
a full Account of the Occafion and Defign .of this 
Work. He tells us, that he had happened one Day 
to affert, in Company with a Lady, for whom he had 
a particular Regard, that he was able to teach her, 
in the Space of eight Days, as much true Philofophy, 
as the Profeffors of it in all the Colleges of Paris 
could pretend to; and he does not queftion, but by 
this Performance he will convince her, and all that 
fhall read it without Prejudice, that he is capable, in 
that fhort Space of Time, to make a Perfom of her 
Genius, not only as learned as any Profeffor of Phi- 
Jofophy, but even as knowing as the moft learned and 
famous of the Doctors of the Sorbonne. But while 
he maintains the Uncertainty of human Knowledge, 
his Defign is not to introduce a general Scepticifm or 
univerfal Doubting, but to fhew that the Extent of 
human Knowledge is but fmall, that a great many 
things 
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things are beyond its reach, and no Certainty can be 
attained about them; nor does he intend to detraét 
from the juft Characters of truly great. and learned 
Men, who are not afhamed to own their Ignorance 
in thefe things whereof a perfect Knowledge cannot 
be had; but to expofe the Vanity and Pride of thofe, 
who will not own that any thing efcapes their Pene- 
tration; nor when he fpeaks of the Uncertainty of 
Philofophy does he include under that Expreflion te- 
veral Parts of the Mathematicks, fuch as Geometry, 
Aftronomy, Algebra and other Sciences, whofe prin- 
cipal Operations are founded upon infallible Rules, 
and fupported by Demonttration ; but his Meaning is, 
that Logick is of {mall Ufe or Advantage, natural 
Philofophy uncertain fo far as it is not fupported by 
Experiments, metaphyfical Speculations arg gf a dark 
and unfathomable Depth, Judiciary Aftrology ex- 
ceeding vain, falfe and trifling, and even Hiftory leaves 
us at a great lofs with refpect to many Events and 
Facts of great Importance. In fhort, his Defign is 
to fet up for good Senfe, inftead of Philofophy in its 
common Acceptation. 

The firft Reflection or Differtation treats of Hifto- 
ry, Tradition, 7c. And here our Author lays it 
down as a firft Principle, that Reafon, which God 
has given to guide and direé&t us, cannot deceive us 
in thefe things which it difcovers with diftiné&t Evi- 
dence, becaufe God, who is himfelf Goodnefs, Truth 
and Light, cannot be fuppofed to amufe his Creatures 
by giving them a Guide that may miflead them, what- 
ever Care they take to prevent it, and thus prove a 
real Difadvantage inftead of a Blefling. But feeing 
among the vaft Variety of Opinions that prevail in 
the World, it appears that very few of them are fup- 
ported by Reafon, he proceeds to confider what Cer- 
tainty can be attained by means of Hiftory, ‘Tradi- 
tion, or the Authority of learned Men, upon which 
a great Part of the Notions and Sentiments of hu- 
man Knowledge are founded. 


A 4 Hiftory, 
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Hiftory; however it may be regarded as the Regi- 
{ter of paft Events, cannot be a fufficient Proof of a 
Fact which appears contrary to Reafon, becaufe Hi- 
ftorians are obliged to accommodate themfelves to the 
Errors and Humours of the People among whom 
they live, and to follow the Stream of Superftition 
and Prejudice; and there are Inftances of Hiftorians 
who have reported a great many Facts, of whofe 
Falfhood they themfelves were fufficiently convinced, 
tho’ they were not able to ruin the Credit of them. 
But more particularly our Author endeavours to fhew 
the Uncertainty of Hiftory, 1/7, From the Obfcuri- 
ty of the firft Periods of it. The Hiftory of the firft 
Ages of the World is fo dark, and mixed with Fable, 
that if we will make ule of our Reafon, we cannot 
believe a great Part of what is reported concerning 
thofe Times. We have no Accounts of what paffed 
before the Flood, but from the Writings of Mo/es, 
to whom we ought to give abfolute Credit, becaufe 
he was conducted by infallible Infpiration,; but the 
Notices he gives us of thefe Ages are very inconfi- 
derable, and confined entirely to the Nation of the 
Fews; and if we fet afide the Confideration of his 
Infallibility, and confider him as a mere Hiftorian, we 
fhall find his Accounts contradiéted by the Annals of 
the Egyptians and Chinefe, which have not the Air of 
Fiction or late Invention. His Account of the Flood 
is liable to feveral Obje&ions, trom the Nature of 
Things, as well as the Hiftories of other Nations, 
which cannot be eafily anfwer’d. His Account of 
the Peopling of the Earth by the Sons of Noah and 
their Pofterity, to appearance, not very confiftent 
with the great Numbers of People, Empires and 
Kingdoms, which we difcover foon after the Deluge: 
So that, if Scripture did not determine our Faith, we 
fhould be at a great lofs between the contradictory Ac- 
counts of the Fewi/o Hiftorian and thofe of other 
Nations; but as the Cafe now ftands, Probability 
feems to be on the Side of the latter, but Religion 
declares in favour of the former. 2d/y, From the 

Partiality 
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Partiality of Hiftorians in favour of their own 
particular Nations and Religions; a great many 
Inftances whereof might be tound among the Few- 
ifo Hiftorians, and thole of Grecce, efpecially in 
the Works of Herodotus; nor were the Romans 
exempted from this Weaknels; and we may be 
eafily convinced, that thofe of our own Times 
are as guilty in this refpect as any, from thofe Authors 
who have wrote the Life of Charles the sth, who 
befides other Extravagancies of this Kind, are very 
pofitive that the Sun ttopp’d his Courfe, till the Im- 
perialifts entirely defeated the Duke of Saxony and 
the Proteftant Army, inthe Year 1547. 3dly, From 
- the Prodigies and Miracles with which the Works of 
Hiftorians are often ftuffed. In many antient Au- 
thors, Sacrifices, Entrails of Victims, &¢. often oc- 
cafion the Gain or Lofs of an Empire, and decide 
the Fate of Kingdoms. In the firft Book of Hero- 
dotus, there are almoft as many Refponfes of Oracles 
as Pages. Titus Livius, a Writer of great Repura- 
tion, has given an infufferable Catalogue of fuch pre- 
tended Miracles as were agreeable to pagan Supertti- 
tion. Almoft all our Catholick Hiftorians are full of 
childifh and pious Chimera’s, which render their 
Works defpicable to Men of Senfe; and in this Hu- 
mour the French feem to rival it with the Spaniards. 
Thofe who have tranfmitted to us the Hiftories of 
Croifades, have filled them with fo many Miracles, 
and thofe fo contrary to Reafon, that it would be 
ulelefs to fpend time in fhewing the Falfhood and Ex- 
travagance of them. 4thly, From the different and 
contrary Reprefentations of the fame Faéts by Au- 
thors of different Parties and Religions. As foon as 
a Catholick Author writes a Book, he is confuted by 
the Proteftants, and the fame Fats appear in a quite 
different Light. It is impoffible for any Man of 
Judgment, who reads the Hiftories of the Reforma- 
tion in France, without Paffion or Prejudice, to form 
a Judgment of the principal Events of that Time. 
The Maffacre of the Proteftants lofes much of its 
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horrid and execrable Nature, in the Writings of 
fome Catholick Hiftorians; and no Man can judge of 
the Charaéters of the Managers of the different Par- 
ties at that Time, fuch as the Guz/es, the Conde’s, 
Montmorancy’s and Chatillen’s, from the Authors that 
lived near that Period; fo that if we were to judge 
of the Truth and Certainty of Facts by Fofephus’s 
Maxim, viz. the Agreement of all Writers, there is 
ground to doubt whether this Agreement can ever be 
obtained, fo long as Monks continue to write Hi- 
ftory. sthly, From the Extravagance of the Hifto- 
ries or Annals of the different Orders of Monks. 
Books of this kind are filled with fo many Lies, and 
{fo many ridiculous Fables, that whoever can read 
them fo as to give them any Degree of Credit, has 
for ever loft the Way of Truth. Thofe who want 
Inftances of this Kind may have recourfe to the Ac- 
counts that are given of St. Francis, the Works of 
the Monk Ce/farius, and the Pia Hilaria wrote by 
the Jefuit Gazeus. 6thly, From the Ignorance of 
Hiftorians with refpeé to the true Caufes and Occa- 
fions of many hiftorical Events. The greateft En- 
terprizes fometimes take their Rife from the Jealoufy 
of a Coquette, the Ambition of a Favourite, or the 
Hatred of a Minifter to his Prince; and Hiftorians 
have wrote whole Books upon the political Reafons 
of a War, which has been raifed and carried on by 
no other Influence. Thus the Expedition of Francis 
the Firft in the Milaneze, which was one of the 
greate(t and moft expenfive Enterprizes of France, 
if we believe Brantome, was entirely owing to the 
Gallantry of that Prince, and the Intemperance of 
the Admiral Bonnivet: And if we could difcover the 
true Caufes of one half of the Events of the late 
Wars, how many Inftances of the Intrigues, Jea- 
loufies, and extravagant Ambition of Women, fhould 
we find out? For many are confident, that Women 
were the fole Caufes of the Siege of Li/le, the raifing 
of the Siege of Turin, and the Prefervation of Zou- 
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Our Author having reprefented the Uncertainty of 
Hiftory, proceeds to confider the precarious Nature 
of thofe Sentiments and Opinions that are founded 
upon Tradition. Nothing is fo falfe and ridiculous 
as the Notions which mott People entertain, of the 
Foundations of the Kingdoms and the Originals of ’ 
the Nations to which they belong. The Egyptians, 
Greeks, and Romans, and after them the French and 
other modern Nations, feem to rival one another, in 
tranfmitting to Pofterity a thoufand Chimera’s, which 
they think may ferve to raife the Reputation of their 
Country or Religion. Hence we have the fabulous 
Dynatties of the Egyptians, the Gods and Demi-gods 
of the Grecians, the Wolf that nurfed Romulus and 
Remus, the Foundation of the Kingdom of the Gauls 
by the Son of Heéor; and a thoufand other Abfur- 
dities both pious and profane, which have been care- 
fully handed from one Generation to another down 
to our Times. Thus was formed the Fewi/h Tal- 
mud, an indigefted Heap of Fewi/h Vifions, compiled 
by the Rabbins 4/e and Hammai, in the Year 476: 
And not to fpeak of the Legends of other Chrittian 
Saints, there is no reafon to doubr, but if what has 
been written concerning the Conformity of Jefus 
Chrift and St. Francis, and the Works of his Difci- 
ples, were joined with the Life of St. Mary of 4/- 
caogue, they would together make up a Book more 
ridiculous and abfurd than the Alcoran, and equal in 
thefe refpects to the Talmud ic felf. But more par- 
ticularly our Author proves in feveral different Se- 
ctions, That Traditions are in a great meafure found- 
ed upon our Indolence, and the Prejudices of our In-. 
fancy. That many of them take their Rife from the 
Works of Poets, Orators, and Painters, which he 
confirms by a great many Inftances: And, to con- 
clude, That Traditions are the common Support of 
Errors among all Nations, and in all Religions. Aa-. 
hometaus, {ays he, Fews and Pagans, have their Tra-. 
ditions as well as we; they are fupported by their. 
Antiquity and religious Superftition, as well as ours; 
A 4. and 
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and why fhould we think that ours are more authen- 
tick than theirs? What Ground have we to pretend 
that they fhould forfake their Opinions, or examine 
ferioufly whether they are contrary to Reafon and 
good Senfe, when we are not willing to obferve the 
fame Rules? We ought not to exact of others what 
we are not willing to fubmit to our felves; and if we 
are, from our Infancy, ftrictly prohibited to examine 
certain Opinions, Zurks and ‘fews have as good Right 
to imitate us in this, as we have to give the Example, 


C. 

The Author concludes this Differtation by fhewing 
that the Authority of learned Men ought not to be 
our Rule, nor prevail with us to think or aé contra- 
ry to our Reafon; becaufe, as he proves at great 
Length, learned Men differ very much in their Sen- 
timents from one another, and are fway’d by their 
Interefts, Paffions, and Prejudices, as well as the reft 
of Mankind. Their Pride and Vanity engage them 
to fupport the Opinions they have once declared for, 
even after they have found them falfe and erroneous. 
The moft ridiculous and extravagant Opinions have 
been efpoufed by fome of the moft knowing Men, 
witnefs the Affertions of the moft learned Stoicks a- 
bout their wife Man, which yet are not more unac- 
countable than the Sentiments of Pythagoras and his 
Followers about their Tranfmigration of Souls, and 
the ridiculous Fables that were contriv’d to fupport 
that Dodtrine. One half of the Opinions of learned 
Men are owing to the Hatred and Jealoufy they en- 
tertain one againft another; to this, the Author tells 
us, he has good Ground to afcribe the Bifhop of 
Meaux’s Oppofition to the Archbifhop of Cambray’s 
Works, and Dz Pin’s Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, the 
Difference between the Fanfeniffs and Fe/uits, &c. 
And, to conclude, many of the greateft Men have 
acknowledg’d the Narrownefs and Imperfection of 
their Knowledge, that they were entirely ignorant 
of a great many Things, and at great Lofs and Un- 
certainty concerning others of great Importance ; 
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which he illuftrates from the Words of Pherecydes, 
Socrates, Cicero, Horace, and the Declarations of 4u- 
gu (tine and St. Thomas. From all which our Author 
concludes, chat Nature and good Senfe is preferable to 
Science; aod one good Argument or Reafon is of 
greater Weight co clear a Point in Quetftion, than 

the Authority of all the Doétors in the Univerfe. 
The fecond Differtation contains our Author’s 
Thoughts upon Logick. He tells us, that he is not 
alone, in contemning as ufelefs and trifling, this Sci- 
ence, as it is contain’d in Syftems of Logick given 
by the Schoolmen: Many of the greateft Philofo- 
phers have declar’d themfelves of the fame Opinion; 
Gaffendus reckons it of no Ufe at all, and will not 
confent to its being call’d a Part of Philofophy; Des 
Cartes {ays that it ferves to direct us how tocommu- 
nicate to others what we know, and to talk without 
Judgment about what we knownot; and thatit{poils 
and corrupts good Senfe more than it improves it. 
Our Author heartily joins with thefe and other great 
Men, in the Cenfures they pafs upon this Art, or 
Science, as it was firft taught by 4riffotle, and im- 
prov’d, or rather further fpoil’d, by Scotus and 4- 
guinas, and as it is ordinarily taught in the Colleges, 
and us’d by the Monks, who are juftly called gens 
pafta Chimeris. But he thinksthat Logick, if purg’d 
from the Trafh and Subtilties of Schoolmen, would 
not be altogether ufelefs; and therefore in the fol- 
lowing Sections he lays down a very plain and fhort 
Syftem of it, without taking any great Notice of 
the fubtil Notions of the Schoclmen, or even of the 
general and particular Rules of Syllogifms, and what 
is ordinarily delivered in Syftems of this kind about 
Sophifms. After giving the ordinary Definition and 
Divifion of Logick, and fome Account of the Na- 
ture and Objeéts of Ideas, he comes to confider the 
Origin of them; and though he is of Opinion that 
the Mind of Man is originally as a Tabula ra/a, and 
that all our Ideas arife from Senfation and RefleGtion, 
yet, after fetting the Arguments that are ordinarily 
us’d 
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us’d to fupport this Opinion, and thofe the Carte/- 
ans ufually employ againft it, in Oppofition to one 
another ;_ he finds the latter fo ftrong, that he cannot 
be pofitive in his Judgment, nor pretend to Certain- 
ty in the Matter. Having {faid all he defign’d upon 
Ideas, he proceeds to confider the Nature of Propo- 
fitions and Syllogifins; and after explaining the feve- 
ral kinds of thefe logical Methods of Reafoning, he 
endeavours to prove, in Section rf. that they are of 
no Ufe or Advantage in our Enquiries after Truth, or 
in communicating our Sentiments to others ; Becaufe, 
if we take Notice of the Actings of our own Minds, 
we fhall find that we reafon better, and more di- 
{tinétly, when we confider only the Connection of 
Ideas, without reducing our Thoughts to any Rules 
or Forms of Syllogifms: And were there no juit or 
true Reafoning but in the fyllogiftick Way, then 
Reafon and Truth would be the Property of a few 
Pedants, who had never any confiderable Knowledge 
of either. Again, if this were the true or beft Me- 
thod of Reafoning, it is not to be queftion’d but 
Princes would put their Counfellors and Minifters of 
State upon learning to form Syllogifms of all kinds, 
becaufe the Safety of their Perfons and Kingdoms 
depend upon the Meafures they take, and the Coun- 
{els they follow: But as this is never their Way, fo 
we have good Ground to be perfuaded that the great- 
eft Statefmen, and thebeft Reafoners, are not always 
the beft Logicians. 

The third Reflection treats of general Phyficks, 
or Natural Philofophy, as far as it is not fupported 
by Experiments. Here we are told, that thoughthe 
Principles of this kind of Philofophy were more un- 
certain than thofe of Logick, yet it would bea more 
pleafant Study; and if we fhould lofe much Time in 
it, we fhould a leaft have the Satisfaction of being 
entertained with agreeable and amufing Dreams. In 
this View our Author confiders the Difputes about 
a Vacuum, the Divifibility and Effence of Matter, 
with many other Queftions which hayeemploy’d the 
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Schools three thoufand Years; and will continue to 
furnifh them with Matter of Difpute to the End of 
the World. Nor can Philofophers be offended that 
he gives their famous Difputes fuch a Character, be- 
caule fome of the moft confiderable Perfons of their 
own Number have talk’d of them in fuch a Strain 3; 
fuch as Cicero, and others that liv’d in his Time a- 
mong the Ancients; Gaffendi, Des Cartes, Bernier, 
Montagne, Locke, and others, among the Moderns. 
To fet this Matter in a clearer Light, our Author in 
this Differtation goes through a great many of the 
moft important Queftions which are ordinarily treat- 
edof in this Part of Philofophy, and after a juft and 
full Reprefentation of the Arguments on both Sides, 
he endeavours to thew, that in moft of them no Cer- 
tainty or well-grounded Affurance can be obtain’d. 
The Argnments for and again{ft the Eternity of the 
World, he thinks fo ftrong, that if he had liv’d in 
the Times of the Heathen Philofophers, he fhould 
have been at a Lofs which Opinion to chule, though 
he imagines he would have had a fecret Inclination to 
join with thofe who maintain’d the Affirmative. The 
Opinion of the Platoniffs and Spinoza concerning the 
Soul of the World, appears to him clogg’d withthe 
greateft Abfurdities, and manitettly falle; yer, at the 
fame time, he judges it beyond the Power of the 
human Underftanding to refolve and clear the Diffi- 
culties which feem to have led them into this Error. 
He reckons thirteen or fourtecn Opinions concerning 
the Elements or firft Principles of Things, without 
difcovering real Solidity in any of them. Though 
he thinks it probabic that there is fuch a Thing as 
empty Space, yet the Arguments againtt it are foon- 
er propos’d than anfwer’d. And the Queftions con- 
cerning the Effence and Divifibility of Matter, €?c. 
as they are ufelefs andtrifling, fo they cannot be eafi- 
ly determin’d, with any Pretence of Certainty. He 
concludes, that God feems to have referved to him- 
felf the Knowledge of Nature, and put us in a Con- 
dition to attain fuch an experimental Acquaintance 
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with it, as is{uited to our Exigencies, and proportio- 
ned to the Capacities of fuch as will apply to the 
Study of it with due Diligence and Attention. 

The fourth Reflection contains a Differtation up- 
on fuch metayhyfical Speculations as are to be found 
in the Books of the Schoolmen, and taught in many 
Colleges. Thefe, our Author tells us, inftead of 
communicating true Knowledge, fill the Mind with 
dark and confus’d Ideas, and thereby prove real Ob- 
ftacles to us in our Searches after Truth: They di- 
vert the Attention from Things that are neceflary, 
and withinthe Reach of all Capacities, and even ferve 
to render doubtful thofe Things which are in them- 
felves moft clear and obvious. In, the Progrefs of 
this Reflection, he adduces a great Variety of Argu- 
ments to prove that we have no innate Ideas, andan- 
fwers the Objections that are generally us’d againft 
that Opinion: This done, he employs the greateft 
Part of what remains of this Reflection, in fhewing 
that we know very little of the Nature of the Soul; 
and endeavouring to fhew that Reafon furnifhes no 
clear or demonftrative Argument to prove that it is 
either immaterial or immortal; though he acknow- 
ledges that both thefe Articles are clearly reveal’d in 
Scripture, and not at all contrary to the Light of Na- 
ture. 

This Book having been defign’d for the Ufe of a 
Lady who put great Confidence in Judiciary Aftro- 
logy, the fifth and laft Reflection contains the Au- 
thor’s Thoughts upon this Science, as fome affect to 
call it; and upon this Subject he proves, that the | 
Principles of this Art are very ridiculous and vain; 
that it is impoflible the Influence of the Stars fhould 
determine the Fate of reafonable Creatures; that Co- 
mets are not defigned to portend future Events; and 
that Aftrologers are among the greateft of Cheats 
and Impofttors. 


ART I- 
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ARTICLE Ii. 
A Continuation of M. Le Bruyn’s Travels, Kc. * 


HE fiftieth Chapter of M. Le Brayn’s Travels 
T is the farft of the fecond Volume: Therein our 
Author, after a Narration of the Manner of his De- 
parture from J/paban, gives an Account of the Per- 
fian Couriers, and the Bearers of Calan; of one or 
two fine Caravanferais; of fome excellent Bread that 
he eat; of the dangerous Roads he pafs’d; and, 
in fine, of the Arabian Method of living. The fif- 
ty-firft Chapter contains nothing remarkable, but the 
fifty-{econd defcribes the Ruins of the ancient Per- 
fepolis, and the Tombs of Naxi-Ruflan. 

The firft of thefe are the moft famous Antiquity of 
all the Eaft. They are, M. Le Bruyz fays, fituated 
in a lovely Plain, which extends five Leagues in 
Breadth, and in Length near forty: The Inhabitants 
pretend that there are on it 880 Villages, and above 
100 in the Circumference that extends around thefe 
Ruins to the Diftance of twelve Leagues, including 
thofe which are feated among the Mountains; fome 
of which are filled with beautiful Gardens, fhaded 
with large Growths of Trees. 

I will not offer the Reader any Abridgment of this 
Defcription, not only becaufe no perfeé Idea can be 
formed of its Subject, without infpeéting the Figures 
belonging to it, but becaufe fome Parts of it are ex- 
preffed in fuch a manner, as I own myfelf wholly un- 
able to underftand. A few of the firft Lines of it in 
our Tranflation, run thus: ** The Extent of the 
‘* Front of this Edifice comprehends fix hundred 
*° Paces from North to South, and three hundred 

“¢ and 

* N. B. This Article, comprehending an Abftraét of the whole 
econd Volume of M. Le Bruyn’s Travels, is the Third upon that 
Subje@. The two former were inferted in the Republick of Let- 


ters forthe Months of November and December 1736, pag. 375, 
425. 
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¢ and ninety from Weft to Eaft, as far as the Rock, 
«6 and without any Stair-cafe on that Side, till you 
“ come to the Mountain, where the 4/cent is form- 
“‘ ed, between fome fcattered Rocks where 
“ the Wail is lowe/f, and rifes to the Height of no 
“¢ more than eighteen Feet and feven Inches; and 
“ the /titude 1s lefs infeveral other Places.” 

I have, by a Stroke or horizontal Line, divided 
this fhort Specimen intotwo Parts ; by the firft, they 
who perufe it will be eafily convinced how hard it ts, 
by the Words alone, to comprehend the Meaning 
of it; they muft hefitate about the Word 4/cent, and 
be in doubt whether that of the Mountain is intend- 
ed thereby, or whether it fignifies a Staircafe or 
Flight of Steps; if they picchupon the latter, as the 
natural Conttruétion leads to, what Notion can they 
frame of a Pair of Stairs formed between fome /cat- 
tered Rocks? If they chufe the former, how odd is 
it to talk of the Afcent of a Mountain being formed, 
or formed between fome fcattered Rocks? But if one 
Part of this Sentence labours under Obfcurity, the 
other feems to involve a Contradiction ; for if //¢i- 
tude, one of the laft Words of it, refers to the Wall 
therein fpokenof, the Abfurdity is obvious; forhow 
can the Altitude of the Wall be, in feveral other 
Places, lefs than in that where it is loweft? If _//- 
titude refers to any thing elfe than the Wall, as in 
Deference to our Author and his Tranflator one 
would fuppofe, the Contradiétion may, on fuch an 
Allowance, be got clear of, but the utter Want of 
Perfpicuity in the Expreflion will ftill remain unde- 
niable: Though this Circumftance were to be found 
in no other Part of this Defcription, yet the Infig- 
nificancy of it, without the Plates, by which it is 
illuftrated in the Original, would determine me to 
forbear any further mention of the Chapters relating 
thereto, excepting barely to obferve, that of the two 
laft of the three, the firft contains Particular Re- 
marks, with refpeét to Perfepolis, and the antient Au- 
thors who have written of it. The other, Ob/ervati- 
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ons concerning the Founder of the Royal Palace of Per- 
fepolis, which was deftroyed by Alexander the Great, 
and is known at this Time by the Name of Chilminar. 

The Bufinefs of the former of thefe two Chapters 
is to demonttrate, that the Ruins which M. Le Bruyn 
has defcrib’d under the Title of Per/epolis, are indeed 
‘the Remains of that famous Palace which took its 
Denomination from the City that was fo call’d under 
the ancient Kings of Perfia, before the Conquett of 
Alexander, who wickedly gave it up to the Pillage 
of his Army, and which that mad Victor fet fire to 
with his own impious Hands. ‘The Title of the lat- 
ter isa fufficient Indication of its Subject. 

In the fifty-fifth Chapter we have a Narrative of 
the Author’s Departure from Chilminar, of his Arri- 
val at Zyie-raes, or Chivas, with an Account of that 
City; and of his Return to //paban. 

Moft of the Buildings of Chiras are, he tells us, 
gone quite to Decay; and the Streets are fo narrow 
and dirty, that they are hardly paffable in rainy Sea- 
fons: And there are feveral Places where Paflengers 
are oblig’d to bend their Bodies, in order to walk 
under the Arches before the Houfes, and efpecially 
in the Quarter inhabited by the Fews. The Streets 
are likewife render’d very offenfive by a Number of 
Places of Eafement, which are all without, and make 
the Air very unwholfome; in Confequence of which, 
the Generality of the Inhabitants are very lean and 
pale——~The Burying-grounds lie open to the Fack- 
als; or wild Dogs, that are engender’d by a Dog.and 
a Fox. Thefe Creatures often commit great Difor- 
ders in the City, and in the Nights make difmal 
Howlings, which much refemble a human Voice. 

The principal Ornament of this Place is the Cy- 
prefs-trees, which our Author fays are finer and more 
numerous here than he has feen any where elfe. 
‘There are likewife feveral large Gardens without the 
Town, which are fill’d with them, as are alfo the 
Avenues, to it, where Care is taken to plant them 
with great Regularity. Half a League from the Ci- 
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ty, to the North, are feveral Tombs of Saints, in 
the Mountains. 

On the Top of one of thefe Mountains, M. Le 
Bruyn met with an exceeding deep Well, hewn in 
the Rock, the Opening into which is 1 Feet long, 
and 8 broad. He meafur’d the Depth of it 420 
Feet. He was fure, by what he faw of it, that it 
was no natural Cavern, but made by Hands, for the 
Prefervation of Water; and there was another 
fomewhat lefs, not far diftant from it. 

In order to have an exaét Knowledge of the Ex- 
tent of this City, our Author walk’d quite round it, 
without-fide the Wall, and found it to be 2 Leagues 
in Circumference. The adjacent Country prefents a 
charming Profpeét to the View, and is cover’d with 
a luxuriant Growth of Corn, and all other Grain, at 
the proper Seafon of the Year. 

From the 53d to the goth Chapter, I find nothing 
confiderable enough to be taken Notice of. In the 
goth we have a Defcription of Laer. This City is 
the Metropolis of an ancient Kingdom, which the 
Perfians with much Difficulty have reduc’d under their 
Dominion, and it is at this Time a Place of great 
Commerce. It has alfo a Silk Manufaéture, and the 
beft Canons in all the Empire are caft here. M. Le 
Bruyn found all the Avenues to the Town in good 
Repair, and the Houfes, for the moft part, very high. 
The ftone Bazar, which is in the midft of the City, 
is the moft beautiful of all the Buildings: It is arch’d 
over, and full of Shops: The Length of it is 216 
Paces. At the End of this Bazar isa fine Square, 
and, below the Gate, the Ragoene, or the Place 
where the City-Mufick may beheard. Oppofite the 
Bazar isa large Structure, with a delightful Entrance, 
and it ferves as a Manfion-houfe for the Duke or Go- 
vernor, Ywas Chan. The Caftle, which ‘is entirely 
of Stone, is fituated on a high Rock, whofe Sum- 
mit it almoft furrounds. The Approaches to this 
Capital refemble a Wood, the Land about it being 
cover'd with Palm, Orange, and Citron-trees, which 

almoft 








Art. 2. for January 1737: at 
almoft fhrowd the Houfes from the Eye. There are 
in it many Mofques, but none beautiful. It abounds 
likewife with Cifterns, vaulted over, to preferve the 
Water. 

In the 6oth Chapter we have a Draught of Gam- 
yon; the Perfian Appellation is Bauder-Abafie, or 
the Port of Abbas, who took it from the Portugue/e, 
together with Ormus. It is computed to be 200 
Leagues fiom J/pahan, but our Author thinks it isin 
Reality no.more than 186. It is a {mall League in 
Circumference: It is alfo open, and extends it felf 
along the Sea-fhore. It has no confiderable Build-. 
ings, and moft of the Houfes have a very mean Ap- 
pearance on the out-fide. The beft are thofe which. 
belong to the Englifh and Dutch Faktories, that of 
the Governor being but indifferent. It is very in- 
commodious for Strangers to refide there; the com- 
mon People have only a fort of wretched Huts; and 
even the Bazar it felf is but a mean Place. There 
are, indeed, four Stru€tures which have the Name 
of Caftles, but they are low, fmall, and ruinous. 
That of the tour which is furtheft in the City, has 
fome Pieces of Canon to falute the Ships. The beft 
Houfes are furnifh’d with Machines to draw and ven-. 
tilate the Air. Thefe are made like fquare Towers, 
of a confiderable Height, and are acceffible to the 
Wind on all Parts, except the Middle, which is clo- 
fed up: Thofe two Sides which are moft expos’d, 
have two or three Openings, which are long and nat- 
row; and thofe of the other two Sides are lefs: 
There is, likewife,, between each Opening, a {mall 
advanc’d Wall, which receives the Wind, and turns 
it back into thofe Apertures, by which Means the 
Houfes are always render’d airy, when the leaft Gale 
is ftirring. Thefe Towers, befides their UfefulneG, 
are very ornamental tothe City. The Sun is fo in- 
fupportable here about Noon, that.the Inhabitants 
retire at that Time to. take a fhort Repofe; and du- 
ring the fultry Seafons, pafs. the Nights on the Ter- 
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races; it being then almoft impoffible to endure their 
Chambers. : 

A Flag is always ftreaming upon the Houfes of the 
Englifo and Dutch India Companies, and ferves fora 
Signal to their Ships. The Dutch Houle is the mott 
beautiful Pile in all the City: It is very large, and 
furnith’d with fine Magazines. There is a very mag- 
nificent Hall in the Middle of the upper Apartment, 
the Windows of which, as well as thofe cf the Di- 
rector’s and his Deputy’s Lodgings, have a Profpect 
to the Sea, from whence they are refrefh’d with the 
moft agreeable Breezes. 

The Climate here is very unhealthy, and the ex- 
ceilive Heats carry off a vaft Multitude of People. 
Nothing, our Author fays, is more pernicious than 
the burning Fevers, which are more rife here than 
any where elfe, and often prove fatal in the Space of 
24 Hours. The Months of Oéfober and Noveméber 
are amonpft the moft dangerous of the Year; for the 
Air is then either very damp, or exceedingdry: The 
latter is the leaft dangerous, and the Water is frefher, 
and better to drink, than ina rainy Seafon, the Hu- 
midity giving it an ill Flavour, and rendering it very 
unwholfome. Thofe whoefcape the more malignant 
Diftempers. which attend thefe intolerable Heats, are 
not exempted from other great Inconveniencies that 
are the Effeéts of them, of which, one of the mott 
remarkable is, the Worms, which eat into the Arms 
and Legs of Perfons, and which are not drawn out 
without their being expofed to apparent Danger, by 
breaking them in the Flefh. In a word, fays M. 
Le Bruyn, one could not find a more rigorous Pu- ' 
nifhment for Malefaétors than confining them ina 
Place like this, And yet, fuch is the Force of In- 
tereft, one feldom fails, as our Author fays,. of find- 
ing fome People of Merit and Diftinétion here, whom 
Gain, and the Hopes of raifing a great Fortune, have 
drawn thither, and whom Death often {matches away 
before they have attain’d to the Height of their De- 
fires. 
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In the 63d Chapter M. Le Bruyn gives an Account 
of the Revenue which the Datch, Eaft- India Com- 
any receives from the [fle of Cez/on. ‘The moft con- 
fiderable is that produe’d by Cinnamon, which is bet- 
rer there than in any etber:part of the World. As 
foon as the Governor has order’d the Number of Cin- 
namon ‘Bales requir’d by the Company, the Chalins, 
whofe Bufinefs it has always been to peel off that va- 
luable Bark for the Sovereign of the Ifle, fai] not to 
furnifh him with it at a very inconfiderable Ex- 
ence, : 

The fecond Revenue is that which-proceeds from 
the Areek, the trading in which, without the Com- 
pany’s Permiflion, is prohibited to all the World. 
The Servants of the Company are oblig’d to carry 
the Rice into their Magazines at a very reafonable 
Price; and they catry ona very advantageous Trat- 
fick with the Merchants of Coromandel,, who come 
thither for it: Befide which, the Company likewile 
frequently fend that Fruit.to Bengal and Sé#rat, in 
their own Ships. in | 

The third is that which arifes from the Sale of the 
coarle Cloths of Madara and Coromandel, which are 
fold as they come from the Manufaétare, without 
being whiten’d; and this Commodity prddtices a con- 
fiderable.Profit. 

The fourth arifes: from the Sale of Elephants, 
which are brought from Columbo and Maturan, as 
well as from the Kingdom of ‘Faffzatnam, where they 
are fold very advantageoufly to the Natives of Go/- 
condo, and the other Moors. 

‘A confiderable Profit likewife accrues to them 
from the Elephants which are taken.in the Countrics 
of Columbo and Maturan,; as alfo from the Pearl Fi- 
fhery, which is carried on here, and in the dependant 
Countries, 2s well at Tutucorin, upon the Coatt of 
Madura, as in the Gulph of Arippo, under the Go- 
vernmient of Munnaer. 

This IMand of Ceilon, or Ceylan, which the Inha- 
bitants call Lankavon, and Tenavifim, is fuppofed by 

) B 2 


fome 








24 The Works of the Learned Art. 2. 


{ome to be the Zaprobane of the Ancients. It ftretches 
into a large Exrent, is almoft round, and its Fertility 
is very gtcat. + Itlies South- Weft of the Eaf-Lndies, 
North of the Judian Sea, and South-Eaft of the 
Coatt of Coromandel, in the Gulph of Bengal: It 
likewife comprehends feven different Kingdoms, the 
chief of which is that of Kandee. Its moft confi- 
derable Cities are, Kandee; Columbo, Punte-Gale, Ze- 
goimbo, Faffnapatnam, and Baticalo. 

The ‘Tree which bears Cinnamon is the moft con- 
fiderable of all thofe that grow inthe Ifland. The 
Oil of it is produc’d by the Flower, and has the 
Confittency of Soop. It is likewife as white as Tal- 
low, and has not any Smell. It is faid to be an ex- 
cellent Remedy for Chilblains. 

In fome of the next enfuing Chapters we have fe- 
veral Particulars relating to theChinefe. Our Author 
faw fome of their Theatrical Performances, which 
he defcribes after this Manner: The Stages are e- 
rcéted in the Street, and front the Houfes of thofe 
who give thefe Entertainments, or contribute to the 
Expence on that Occafion. \ He obferv’d in the Ve- 
ftible of one of thefe Houfes alarge high Table, co- 
ver’d with all Sorts of Provifions, finely difpofed, as 
well Wild Fowl as Fifh, and, among the reft, a 
Hog’s Head fplit. There were, likewife, Confe- 
Eions, and other Delicacies, on one Side of which 
were a great Number of round flat Loaves -heap’d up 
one upon another. A little higher (for this Table 
had the Form of an Altar) were all Sorts of Fruits, 
embellifh’d with Flowers, and before the Table a 
Man ftood inthe Habit of an Ecclefiaftick, with an 
open Book in his Hand, adorn’d with very extraor- 
dinary Figures; the Place was likewife finely illumi- 
nated: The Perfon, laft mention’d, frequently threw 
Pieces of Copper on the Ground, and then refum’d 
his Reading. He was likewife join’d by a fecond 
Actor, who made feveral Motions, which feem’d to 
expreis fome of their facred Ceremonials, and gave 
Keaton to believe that the Piece they were then per- 
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forming had an Intermixture of religious Worfhip. 
However, as they all continu’d filent,; our Author 
went to another Theatre, where the’ Performance 
was already begun. This Structure refémbled theo- 
ther; but was not altogether fo magnificent. hight 
or ten Actors appear’d upon the Stagein comick Ha- 
bits, and, among the reit, two Women, who alter- 
nately fung and {poke. Every one of thefe Perions 
utter’d Soliloquies, at particular Intervals, with ex- 
traordinary Geftures, and Contorfions of Body. The 
Performance clos’d with a circular Dance, and the 
Actors retir’d in good Order, moving to the Mufick 
of their own I[nttruments. Among ‘other Things, 
were feveral Bafons, which they ftruck one againtt 
another, agreeably tothe Manner practis’d at //pa- 
han: Thefe were accompanied with a Clang of leffer 
Bafons, intermix’d with the Modulation of foft 
Flutes; and the Theatre was illuminated with Chine/e 
Lamps and Candles. Thefe Reprefentations are ex- 
hibited in moft Parts of the City, and continue all 
Night, fome beginning fooner in the Evening, others 
Jater; and they continue from the Beginning of 
March, to the End of 4pril. ‘They reprefent the 
Adventures and Hiftory of the Ancients, as well in 
Tragedy as Comedy, as is the Practice amongus. M. 
Le Bruyn was inform’d that all the Aétors tn thefe 
Pieces were Maidens in Difguite. 

The other thing he mentions concerning the C/i- 
nefey of which I fhall take notice, is of a very diffe- 
rent Nature, and greatly for their Honour: I chufe 
to record it for the Imitation of my Countrymen, 
to whom [ earneftly recommend it. The Chine/e, 
favs M. Le Bruyn, have a particular Regard forthol2 
who have fignalized themfelves inthe Service of their 
Country, or made any Difcoveries advantageous to 
the Publick, and celebrate their Memory after their 
Death. A certain Man, called Phalo, having firf 
made a Difcovery of Salt, and not receiving any 
Acknowledgment, took umbrage and retir’d, nor 
could they ever learn what became of him. His 
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Countrymen,, who did not at firft perceive the Ad- 
vantage of Salt, having at length difcovered it, were, 
fo angry with themfelves for their Ignorance and, 
Ingratitude, that they fent feveral Perfons in queft of 
Phalo, but could never gain any Intelligence of him. 
‘They then refolved to celebrate in his Honour the 
Fealt of Phalonaphia, which they do with very par- 
ticular Solemnity and Devotion, by launching about 
the Sea in feveral Barks, as if they were in Expecta- 
tion of finding that great Man. 

It would be well if we could infufe into the Ezg- 
iifo this noble Affe€tion, which would conduce more 
to the Improvement of ufeful Arts and Sciences a- 
mongft us, than Patents or monopolizing Charters; 
which, though they may fometimes be productive of 
good Effects, are oftener attended with very illones: 
Such Principles as thefe have a natural Tendency to 
make a Nation thrive; and indeed a People never 
— where they are not in fume Degree che- 
rifhed. 

In the 68th Chapter our Author telis us what 
pafs’d at his Interview with the King of Bantam. 
M. Le Bruyn infitts very often on the Refpects which 
were paid him in his Travels, and here he is very 
copious in relating the Honours which were done 
him by this Eaftern Monarch; but all that I fhall 
take notice of in this Vifit, is what fell from the 
Mouth of that Prince in the Converfation that pafs’d 
between them; from whence it will appear, that his 
Majeity had as great and rational Sentiments of Go- 
vernment, as we might expech to find in our more 
learned European Potentates; and which, if, like 
moft others, he did not think and fpeak better than 
he acted, could not fail of rendring his Adminiftrati- 
ou glorious, and his Subjects happy. He highly ex- 
tolled Virtue and Fidelity, fays M. Le Bruyn; and 
added, that a Prince could never fufficiently repay 
the Services of his Subjeéts; and whenever they 
committed any Faults, to which human Nature is | 
obnoxious, it was incumbent on Princes to pardon 

them, 











Art. 2. for January 1737.- a7 
them, in Confideration of their paft Services; and 
that inftead of ufing violent Remedies, every Cir- 
cumftance fhould be foftned as much as poflible. He 
added, that Kings ought not to fuffer themfelves to 
be fwayed by their Paffions, nor to aét with Precipi- 
tancy and Inconfideration. ‘fo which he fubjoined, 
that he was not ignorant of the Mifchief which Jea- 
loufy occafions in Courts. Se 

In Chapter feventy-two we have a Defcription of 
Batavia: It was formerly called ‘acatra, was re- 
duced under the Dominion of the United Provinces 
of the Low Countries, inthe Year 1619, as has al- 
ready been intimated. The Governor-General Xaen, 
who made himfelf Mafter of it, rebuilt it by the Ad- 
vice of his Council, and added a Citadel to it, with 
an Intention to make it the Seat of Government of 
all the Countries and Places which were in Subjecti- 
on to the United Provinces in thofe Parts; and rhe 
Company from that time gave it the Name of Ba- 
tavia. 

The City is in 44a, fouthward of the Eaf-Indies, 
and in the Weftern Part of the [fland of Fava. It 
is fituated in 6 Degrees and 16 Minutes of fouthern 
Latitude, and in the Longitude of 127 Degrees 1 
Minutes; it has likewife a fine Port, and a good 
Road. 

The Reformed Religion is eftablifhed in all the 
Places which have any Dependance upon the Com- 
pany, in the fame manner as it is in the United Pro- 
vinces; and all other Doétrines are prohibited from 
being taught, under very fevere Penalties. The Sun- 
day and all the Feftivals are obferved there in the 
fame manner as they are in [/olland. 

The City hasa delightful Situation, and our Author 
was affured that it has been very much embellifhed 
within by very beautiful Scru€tures, and the Country 
round about it by a Variety of fine pleafure Houfes, 
within the Space of fix Years. All the Avenues are 
bordered with fine Trees, and finall Canals, and yet 
the natural Beauty of the Country, which is covered 
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with a continual Verdure, furpaffes all the Orna- 
ments of Art. The City of Batavia is a League 
and a half in Circumference, and the Ditch, from 
twelve to fifteen Fathom in Breadth. The Walls, 
which are of Brick, are twenty one Feet in Height, 
and the Rampart a Fathom and a half in Thicknels ; 
there are likewile five Gates, namely, that which 
fronts the Water, to the North; that of Utrecht, 
to the Weft , that of Die/ff, and the new Gate, to 
the South; and that of Rotterdam to the Eatt. 

The Ciradel is a quarter of a League in Circum- 
ference, regularly fortified, and well provided with 
Brafs Cannon: It has large Magazines ftored with 
Ammunition, Provifions, and mercantile Commodi- 
tics. ‘There is from the Top a delightful View of 
the Country round it. The Govenors Palace is a 
beautiful Structure, built in the /ta/ian Mode, where 
he refides with a Royal State and Splendor. M. Le 
Bruyn hath fubjoin’d to his Account of it, a Lift of 
the Governors-General who had been employ’d in 
the Service of the Company to the time of his be- 
ing there. 

All the out-Parts of the City, he tells us, are fil- 
led with beautiful Gardens and Fruit-Trees, and are 
very populous as well as the Suburbs, fome of which 
extend to a great Length, and on the Side of them 
are feveral agreeable Canals. Every Quarter is full 
of Chinefe, who are an indefatigable People, and 
very ingenious, efpecially in imitating whatever they 
fee performed; thefe People cultivate moft of the 
Janded Eftates in the Country, and have the Directi- 
on of all the Sugar-Mills, and thofe other Places 
where Arrack and Brandy are made. They likewife 
keep all forts of Shops, drefs Provifions, and fell Li- 
quors; their Houfes therefore are always filled with 
Sailors. Malt-Spirits being a very profitable Com- 
modity, avaft Quantity is accordingly confumed, No 
appearance, he fays, can be more agreeable than that 
of the Canals, which are bordered with Trees and 
adorned with the Aneft Houfes imaginable. There 
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are three Churches, namely, the Dutch, the Porta- 
guefey and the Malayan, where Service is pertorm’d 
in thofe Languages. 

The Place is inhabited by a great Number of 
Strangers, fome of whom are habited in a very par- 
ticular Manner, while others are almoft naked. The 
Chinefé, who are moft numerous, wear a kind of 
Shirt, and under it a ftrait Pair of Drawers, which 
hang down to their Feet. Some of them have wide 
Sleeves to their Shirts, others thofe which are very 
narrow, and button’d on their Wrifts: Their Legs 
are naked, and they wear Slippers; their Hair 1s 
plaited round a Bodkin, on the Top of their Heads, 
like that of Women, and they always go bare-head- 
ed, and carry a Fan in their Hand. ‘heir Wives 
are habited after the Manner of the Country. 

With refpeé& to the Provifions here, he tells us, 
that their Meat is not extraordinary, eipecially their 
Beef, which is very lean, and they have no Mutton 
but what is brought from other Places. ‘The {mall 
Quantity of Milk which their Cows yield is very fur- 
prizing; but thefe Defects have fome Compentation 
in the abundance of {mall Game in the Woods: but 
the Confumption is not confiderable, though they 
are brought to Market. Their chief Food is Pullets, 
which are brought from the Coaft of Java, together 
with Ducks and Geefe, and fometimes Deer and Elks. 
The circumjacent Woods are full of wild Boars; and 
they likewile harbour Tigres and Rhinoceroffes, with 
great Numbers of Apes and other Animals. Fifth 
they are plentifully fupplied with, and in great Va- 
riety. They havea great many Sorts of Herbs; and 
there is no want of good French Beans, green Peas, 
Carrots, Parfnips, large and {mall Radifhes and Pota- 
toes, of which fome People make Bread. 

In the feventy-third Chapter, we have an Account, 
amongtt other things, of the Retinue of the Gover- 
nor of “Batavia, of the Dignity which attends that 
Employment, as well as the Difficulties infeparable 
from it. His Excellency, our Author tells us, ufual- 
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ly devotes Wedue/day and Saturday to his Recreation 
at one of his Country Seats, on which Occafion he 
is preceded by a Quarter-Mafter and fixteen Horle- 
men, together with aTrumpet and two Halberdiers 
on Horteback. He is feated in a light Coach, made 
after the Spanifh Fafhion, and drawn by two Horfes. 
His Matter of the Horfe rides by the Side of it, fol- 
lowed by fix other Halberdiers, who ride two in a 
Breaft. Thefe are fucceeded by two other Coaches, 
in which are thofe who accompany the Governor, 
and the Proceffion is clofed by forty-eight Horfemen, 
with their Captain, two Quarter-Mafters, and a 
Trumpet at their Head. Hc is attended almoft in the 
fame manner when he paffes through the City, only 
his Guard is then compofed of Foot; but his Matter 
of the Horfe, and the Halberdiers, are always on 
Horfe-back, unlefs he be going cither to a Wedding 
or a Funeral; for then the Halberdiers march on foot 
with their Partifans in their Hands, but the Mafter of 
the Horfe rides always befide the Chariot. 

On Sunday, after divine Service, he caufes his 
Guards to parade in the Court of the Citadel before 
his Palace: Firft appears a led Horfe richly capari- 
foned, and led by the Bridle by an European; next a 
Company of Cavalry, armed with Cuiraffes, and at- 
tended by a Trumpet; then a Company of Genadiers, 
followed by a Battalion of Fufiliers, Pikemen and 
Musketeers, armed with Head-pieces, and preceded 
by fix Hautboys. They march twice round the 
Place in good Order, and are well acquainted with 
every Branch of their Exercife. 

Thefe Marks of Grandeur contribute, in fome 
mea{ure, to foften the Fatigues of fo weighty and ar- 
duous a Charge; for this great Officer has never any 
Reft or Vacation, as among us. He is haraffed with 
Letters and Pacquets, from the Moment Day begins 
to break, and is continually employ’d in the Affairs 
of the Company, by reafon of the vaft Extent of the 
Country which is under his Jurifdiétion: Befide all 
which, he has a Variety of Bufinefs to tranfaé& with 
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the Ships that yearly come from Holland. The Sun 
is no fooner rifen, than the two principal Merchants, 
the Commander of the Citadel, the Major, the Ar- 
chiteét, the chief Engineer, and feveral others, come 
to give him an Account of what pafles, and to re- 
ceive his Orders. About eleven o’Clock the Saband- 
haer waits upon him, to give him a particular Ac- 
count of the Barks, Merchandizes, and Perfons that 
are arrived, and the Places to which they are bound ; 
after which, he difpatches the neceffary Paffports, 
and muft likewife give Audience to thofe who have 
any Affairs to tranfaét at the Place. 

Thefe Attentions engage him till Dinner-time, 
when he has not above half an Hour’s Reft; and he 
even employs Part of that Time in talking of Bufi- 
nefs: After which, he returns to the Duties of his 
Province till Supper. So that, to form a true Judg- 
ment of Things, without being influenc’d by out- 
ward Appearances, one muft needs pronounce him a 
mere Slave, who has not a Moment to himfelf, and 
dares not pafs one Night out of the Citadel. He is 
likewife oblig’d to give the Company an Account of 
all that paffes on the Coaft of Fava, and its depen- 
dent Territories. Every Member of the-Council is 
oblig’d to do the fame by a Courier, with refpe& to 
thofe Affairs which are under his Direétion. 

The Council affembles conftantly twice a Week, 
and fometimes oftner, as any extraordinary Occafion 
may require. Foreign Minifters who arrive at Bata- 
Vid, are not permitted to depart from thence before 
they have been conducted to an Audience of the Go- 
vernor. 

Thefe conftant Employments, which were always 
prefented to our Author’s View, made him, as it 
Were, rejoice in its not having been his ill Fortune to 
be Governor-general of the Dutch Eaft-Indies: He 
feems to have been better pleas’d with the Manner 
of the Peoples living at Ao/cow, who told him, 
when he enquir’d how long their Diverfions would 
laft, that they continu’d from Yanuary to December. 

Had 
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Had he ask’d the like Queftion in Exgiand, he might 
have had much the fame Anfwer, without deviating 
any thing from Truth. I pafs over what M. Le Bruyn 
fays of the inferior Officers, only obferving in gene- 
ral, that in their feveral Funétions they never want 
for Bufinefs, and that there are amongtt them no 
gainful Sinecures. 

In the Beginning of the next Chapter there is an 
Account of the Tombs of the Chine/e, in this Part ot 
Ajia, and of their Funerals. ‘Their Tombs are all 
built in the fame Form, only fome are larger, and 
more ornamented than others. The Reafon they af- 
fign for this Uniformity is, that all Men are alike fhut 
up in the Womb of their Mothers, and therefore 
there ought to be no Dittinétion between them after 
their Death. They firft dig a Grave in Proportion 
to the Coffin, which is longer, but not deeper than 
ours, and is likewife very thick, and varnifh’d over: 
They cover it at the fame Time with Paper, and 
bind Cords about it; after which, they caft Money 
into the Grave, more or lefs according to the Rank 
and Eftate of the deceaied Perfon, and place the 
Coffin upon it. They then make the Cement which 
is to be employ’d in building the Tomb, and is com- 
poled of the Whites of Eggs, and other Ingredients, 
which render it fo hard and binding, that it is im- 
poffible either to break or remove it from its Place. 
The Top of the Tomb is rais’d fome Feet above the 
Earth, ina round Form, and encompaffed with Or- 
naments that refemble Steps. They place, likewife, 
on the Fore-part, feveral Branches, and fome {quare 
Bafes, upon which they fix the Heads of Beatfts, 
fuch as Lyons, Tygers, €7c. painted in green, with 
a {mall Intermixture of red, by way of Ornament. 
They likewife raife, on the Middle of the Steps 
which lead up to the Tomb, a fmall Work in Form 
of an Altar, with a red Border in the Middle of the 
Front, and fome Chinefe Chara€ters in Gold; the 
Pavement which is laid before the Tomb, is of the 
fame Mafonry with the reft of the Works it is like- 
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wife white, and divided into three Compartments 
feparate from each other, with a little Elevation on 
the Back-part. There is another Altar on the Right, 
in the Front, with a kind of a Nich in the Middle. 
Thefe Tombs coft fometimes two, three, or four 
hundred Crowns; but there are fome which have no 
Ornaments beftow’d upon them. The Mafonry and 
Form of the Work is the fame in all, becaufe it is 
thought that the Dead, by thefe Means, will repofe 
in perfect Safety. 

Our Author was an Eye-witnefs of one of their 
Funeral’ Proceffions. *Iwas compos’d of a great 
Number of Perfons, and feveral Ornaments appear’d 
in it, fuch as Streamers, Parafols, and Canopies, 
under one of which was carried one of their Saints, 
known by the Name of Joosje; and the Sound of 
feveral Bells was to be heard. Whenthey cametothe 
Place where the Corpfe was to be laid in the Earth, 
every Thing was difpatch’d with great Expedition, 
and in very good Order. Over-againft one of thefe 
Tombs was a Pavilion, and feveral Parafols, under 
one of which he obfery’d a large Table cover’d with 
all Sorts of Provifions brought from the City; and, 
among the reft, a raw Hog, and a He-goat, which 
were to be offer’d to the Saint already mention’d. Jn 
the mean time, thofe who attended the Funeral threw 
Money into the Grave; and when the Corpfe was let 
down, a Prieft, who, ftood at one End of the Grave, 
held a Book in his Hand, in which he read, and by 
the Side of him ftood another, who held a filver 
Plate full of Seeds, of which he threw now and then 
a Handful toward the Attendants, as likewife upon 
the Coffin, and the deceas’d Woman’s Child, who 
itood on the other Side of the Tomb, cover’d with 
a Robe of unwrought Flax, which flowed over his 
Head after the Manner of the Ancients, who cover’d 
themfelves in this Manner with Sackcloth in Times 
of Mourning and Affliction, and caft them{elves upon 
the Earth. This Child, who was but ten Years old, 
did fo feveral times, and then rofe up again by the Di- 

rection 








34 The Works cf the Learned Art. 2. 


rection of the Attendants, among whom was his Fa- 
ther clothed in white. The Prieft then order’d the 
Child to approach him, and made him fprinkle fome 
Handfuls of Seed upon his Mother’s Coffin, which 
concluded the Ceremony. W hile fome were em- 
ploy’d in making the Cement already mention’d, the 
reft feated themfelves at Table, to the Number of 
five hundred Perfons ; among whom were feveral Wo- 
men clothed in white, with a kind of pointed Cap 
of the fame Colour upon their Heads, and which 
hung down to the Middle of their Bodies. The 
Company continued till the Evening under the Trees. 

In the 79th Chapter our Author recites a long Con- 
verfation which pafs’d between him and a Prieft of 
the Guebres at I/pahan; but as | find nothing 1n it ve- 
ry curious, or inftructive, I fhall pafs it by, as well as 
what he fays of fome of the Manners and Cuftoms 
of that Reople. The learned Reader can hardly be at 
a lofs where to find much better Accounts of this 
People than our Author can furnifh him with. 

In the 8oth Chapter we have a Lift of the Perfian 
Kings, who have reign’d in Succeflion from the Death 
of Alexander the Great, to the prefent Time; extract- 
ed from the ancient Greeks and modern Perfians. It 
is not eafy to fay what led M. Le Bruyn into this chro- 
nological Piece of Hiftory, which has fo little to do 
with the Relation of his Voyages. But to take no 
further Notice of this imperfect Sketch, we fhall go 
on to obferve what we find of any Singularity in the 
following Chapters. 

In the 82d we have a Picture of the fad Confe- 
quences of a diflolute Government. The Viceroy of 
Ardevil, when our Author was there, was a Man of 
a vety debauch’d Deportment, drinking Wine to Ex- 
cefs, in which, he pretended, the King indulged him, 
and entirely abandoned to his Pleafures. Such an Ex- 
ample as this, which the Inhabitants very readily con- 
form’d to, gave occafion to great and frequent Difor- 
ders in that City, of which we have here feveral In- 
ftances. Strangers were expos’d to all Sorts of Im- 
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pofitions, and even in Danger, as they pafled the 
Streets, of being knock’d on the Head by the licen- 
tious Populace, who were under no Reftraint of the 
Laws, and practis’d every Villany with Impunity. 
What contributed much, our Author remarks, to 
thefe fcandalous Proceedings, was, that the Troops 
receiv’d no Pay, and were tuffer’d to fubfift only up- 
on Rapine. The Mufcovites who liv’d here were ex- 
pos’d to the fame injurious Treatment as other Euro- 
peans, and were yet perpetually reprefenting the ealy 
Manner in which the Czar might revenge the Injue 
{tice they fuftain’d by invading that Part of the Coun- 
try: To which the Natives were us’d to reply, that 
fuch a4 Revolution would not be difpleafing to them, 
fince they fhould be more happy under the Govern “ 
ment of the Czar, than under that of their natural 
Prince. ‘They even, as he tells us, made no Scruple 
to declare, that they would attempt nothing in their 
own Defence, but pray to Mohammed that this might 
be the Event; and it is certain, fays our Author, that 
it would be no Difficulty for the Czar to accomplifh 
it. 

Tho’ the Czar, who had his Hands full of other 
important Affairs, had not an Opportunity of im- 
proving this Advantage, we have feen what fad Ef- 
fects the corrupt Adminiftration of that mighty 
Empire produc’d, by the amazing Revolutions which 
have lately happen’d in it; fuch as never come to 
Perfection, unlefs they have taken Root on the con- 
tinued Vices and Exorbitancies of thofe who have 
been at the Helm of Authority. 

The Remainder of this Volume is, for the moft 
part, taken up by an Account of the Author’s Return 
from Perfia, through feveral Parts of the Ruffian Do- 
minions, and, at length, of his Arrival at the Hague 
in Holland, the Place of his Nativity, where he was 
receiv’di with great Joy by his Relations and Friends, 
who imagin’d he had been dead, as they had heard 
from all Quarters.-: Ia the Courfe of his Peregrina- 
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tion homeward, we meet with {carcely any thing 
worthy to be particularly remark’d. 

In the 89th Chapter we have a moft charming De- 
fcription of a Ruffian Saint, or Enthufiaft, whom 
M. Le Bruyn had the Happinels to converfe with at 
Archangel. Vhis Wretch was 86 Years of Age, and 
had been married, but, according to the Maxim of 
moft Devotees, had quitted his Wife, in order to 
run naked up and down the Country, between this 
City and /Voiogda; and he frequently came to the 
Market, and even enter’d the Churches. He feem’d 
very ignorant, and even deftitute of tolerable Senfe; 
notwithftanding which, our Author is perfuaded, 
and indeed very rationally, that his whole Intention 
was to procure himfelf a Livelihood by acting the 
Saint, in which he obferves he did not fucceed amifs. 
He fometimes wore a {mall Cinéture of Net-work 
round his Loins, but frequently went without any 
Covering at all, and in this Manner wander’d about 
the Country, in Winter, as well asSummer. One 
of M. Le Bruyn’s Friends brought this Zealot to his 
Lodging, where he painted him juft as he then ap- 
pear'd. He promifed the Sieur to come to him a fe- 
cond Time, but was not punctual to his Word, and 
all his Endeavours to procure another Vifit from him 
were ineffectual; at which he was not a little fur- 
piiz’d, fince he had been very liberal to him. His 
Hair and Beard were matted into long Twitts; for 
he never made ufe of a Comb. 

The laft Circumftance of our Author’s Relation, 
which I fhall mention, is a Piece of Juftice which 
the Czar of Mufcovy did himfelf on fome Ships 
which would have paffed out of the Port of 4rch- 
angel without ftriking their Colours to the Royal 
Flag difplay’d on the Caftle of that Place, as is re- 
quir’d of every ftrange Veflel which paffes out of the 
River. He not only oblig’d them to comply with 
the Duty they would have avoided, by caufing 20 
Cannon, loaded with Ball, to be fir’d at them, but 
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he compell’d them, likewife, to pay above fifty Flo- 
rins for each Shot: This was acting with that Spirit 
and good Senfe which difplay’d themfelves through- 
out his general Conduct, and made him the Hero 
that all Pofterity will admire. 

At the Conclufion of this Work, we have the Re- 
marks of our Author, on the Plates of the ancient 
Palace of Per/fepolis, publifh’d by Sir ohn Chardin 
and M. Kempfer, which he cenfures as exceedingly 
erroneous and imperfeé&t; as alfoa Letter written to 
him on the Subject of his Remarks, by a Lover of 
Antiquity. 





ARTICLE IIL 


The General Hiftory of Cuina: Containing a 
Geographical, Hiftorical, Chronological, Poli- 
tical, and Phyfical Defcription of the Empire 
of Cutna, Chinefe-Tartary, Corea and Thi- 
bet; zacluding an exact and particular Ac- 
count of thetr Cuftoms, Manners, Ceremonies, 
Religion, Arts and Sciences; the whole adorned 
with curious Maps, and Variety of Copper- 
Plates, done from the French of P. Du 
Harpe. London: Printed by and for John 
Watts, at the Printing-Office in Wilde-Court 
near Lincoln’s- Inn-Fields. 1736. Four Vo- 
lumes, O€tavo: The fir/t confifting of 50g Pa- 
&¢5, befides the Preface, Contents, and Cuts. 


H E Reader will fee by the Title that I am 

not about to give him an Account of this no- 

ble Work as originally compil’d by its learned and la- 
borious Author, which is confeffed!y preferable to 
any thing that has heretofore been publifh’d upon this 
Subjeé&t; but as abridg’d and tranflated into our 
C Tongue, 
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Tongue. The Editor, in his Preface, tells us, that 
the Author he follows has not only taken greater 
Pains, but has had infinitely better Helps than any o- 
ther Author who has wrote on this Subject. For, 
befides the printed Relations, he has had the Ad- 
vantage of a prodigious Number of Manufcripts, 
written by the moft skilful of the Miffionaries, and 
where thefe have feem’d not fufficiently clear, he has 
had the Opportunity of fatisfying his Doubts from 
the Converfation of thofe who were beft able to give 
him the trueft Informations: But ftill fearing left any 
Error might poflibly have efcap’d him, he had 
Thoughts of fending the Work into China to be re- 
view'd by fome of the fefuits refiding there; when 
the Arrival of P. Contancin, on whom he had chiefly 
caft his Eves, render’d it unneceffary. 

This Father had fpent 32 Years in that diftant 
Country, 10 of which he refided at Peking, where 
he was Superior of the Fe/uit’s Houfe; and as his 
Stay at Paris was a whole Year, he had fufficient 
Leifure to alter, add, or recrench whatever hethought 
neceflary for the Perfection of the Defign. After 
fuch extraordinary Precautions as thefe, the Publick 
may reft fatisfied that what is here advanc’d is ftritly 
true, which cannot be faid of any thing of this kind 
that has been hitherto publifh’d. 

In the firft Place we have a general View of the 
whole Empire prefix’d to the other Part of the 
Work, to render it more eafily intelligible; to which 
is added, a fhort Account of feveral Nations, parti- 
cularly the Si faz, who were heretofore a very pow- 
erful People, and were even formidable to the Chi- 
vefe Emperors themfelves; but of late they have been 
torn to Pieces by inteftine Wars, and have been for- 
ced to fubmit to the Chinefe Yoke. The Voyages of 
fome of the Miffionaries through the fineft of the 
Provinces come next: They are full of curious Ob- 
fervations, and reprefented in fo lively a Manner, that 
the Reader may almoft imagine himfelf to be one of 
the Company. ‘Thefe were thought a proper Prepa- 
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rative to the Defcription of the fifteen Provinces of 
which the Empire confifts. 

And here we meet with a great Number of 
ftately Cities, remarkable for their Situation, Extent, 
Multitude of Inhabitants, great Commerce, Beauty 
of the publick Buildings, and Plenty of all Things. 
The Land is fo fertile, that it commonly yields two 
Crops in a Year, and produces all Sorts of Grain, 
Trees, and very fingular Fruits: The Mountains a- 
bound with Metals of all Sorts, Minerals, and the 
moft curious Marble. Here are Plants of a moft fa- 
lutary Nature, which no other Climate can boaft of, 
as likewife a great Number of Canals, Lakes, and 
Rivers, full of the moft excellent Fifh; thefe make 
a great Number of Bridges neceflary, which are ge- 
nerally well built, handfomely adorn’d, and of a fur- 
prizing Largenefs. Ina word, Art and Nature feem 
to ftrive and outvie each other, in fupplying all the 
Necefflaries and Delights of Life. 

Next to the Geography, we have an Abridgment 
of their Hiftory, in which the Chronology, from 
the Emperor Yao to the prefent Time, is by moft al- 
low’d to be certain: But the Number of Years elap- 
fed between the Time of Fo 7, the Founder of the 
Empire, and the Beginning of Yao’s Reign, is very 
doubtful. 

After this general Defcription, here is an exact Ac- 
count of every thing relating to this Nation; as its 
Character, Manners, Cuftoms, Government, Pro- 
grefs in the Sciences, Religion, 7c. each of which 
are treated of in a feparate Article, that every Sub- 
ject might have as much Room as the Nature of it 
requir’d. . 

To thefe fucceed a Defcription of Chine/e-Tar- 
tary, Corea, and Zhibet, of which nothing but the 
Names have been hitherto known; as will readily 
appear, only by cafting one’s Eyes on the Maps of 
the beft Geographers. And, what is {till more ex- 
traordinary, becaufe it does not fo immediately relate 
to the Defign, there is an Account, and a Map of 
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the new Difcoveries made by Captain Beerings, ina 
Voyage from Tobolsk to Kamt/chacka, whither he was 
fent by the late Czar, to try if there was a Paflage 
by Land into the North Part of America. 

This is a general Plan of the Work, to which ts 
fubjoin’d a Catalogue of the Miffionaries from whofe 
Writings, whether printed or in manufcript, it has 
been extraéted. We fhall now proceed to give the 
Reader fome Idea of what is more particularly con- 
tain’d in this firft of the four Exgli/h Volumes.’ 

The firit thing that occurs is a general View of 
the Chinefe Empire, in which, after enumerating the 
feveral Names it goes by, and a Conjecture as to the 
Ground of the Appellation given to it by the Euro- 
peans, we are inform’d of its Extent, and the Con- 
ftitution of its Government: Under this laft Head 
we find an Office fomewhat analogous to that of the 
Inquifitors of State at Venice. It is that of the pub- 
lick Cenfors of the Empire, who are call’d Cotao yz 
fe, and refide at Peking. ‘They are the moft dreaded 
of all the great Mandarins, becaufe they have the In- 
fpection ot the whole Empire; every one having his 
particular Province aflign’d him. Thefe Cenfors are 
very vigilant, and are inform’d by their Spies of every 
thing that paffes; and it is by their Influence that 
good Order is preferv’d. If any Mandarin fails of his 
Duty in an important Affair, wherein the Welfare 
of the People is concern’d, and the Viceroy neg- 
lects to proceed again{ft them immediately, they are 
oblig’d to give Information to the fupreme Courts, 
and to the Emperor, by a publick Accufation, even 
when there is no abfolute Proof of what they ad- 
vance; and if they are the firft from whom the Em- 
peror learns the Ditorder, it redounds greatly to their 
Honour; but if they are guilty of any Failure, they 
are liable to be reprimanded by the Emperor, and 
even to be remov’d from their Office. 

The Dread of thefe publick Cenfors chiefly con- 
tributes to the Prefervation of Order, and the ancient 
Cuftoms; and prevents the Troubles and Commo- 
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tions commonly caufed by the Love of Novelty, 
to which the Vulgar are but too much inclin’d. 
That which adds to their Authority is, that if they 
are ill ufed, either by the Intrigues of the Grandees, 
or by the Emperor, who fometimes does not relifh 
the Advice which their Office obliges them to give 
him, the whole People regard them as the Fathers of 
their Country, and Martyrs for the publick Wel- 
fare. 

With refpec&t to the Nature of the Soil we are 
told, that there is no part of China that can properly 
be {aid to be barren; and fome Parts are naturally fo 
fruitful, that they yield a Crop twice in a Year; and 
others again owe their Fruitfuinefs to the indefatiga- 
ble Toil of the Husbandman. 

All the Provinces, however, of this vaft State, 
are not equally pleafant or fertile. Near the great 
River of Kiang fi is fituate the moft beautiful Parc 
of the whole Empire; nothing can be more delight- 
ful than thofe fpacious Plains, which are fo fmooth 
and level, that they feem to he the Effet of Art ra- 
ther than Nature. They abound with Cities and 
large Villages, which have the Advantage of an infi- 
nite Number of Canals, whofe Water is clear and 
excellent, and the Navigation on them fafe and plea- 
fant. Nor is ita fmall Addition to the Pleafure, to 
behold the vaft Variety of ftately Barks, which are 
continually pafling backward and forward. The 
Fields are cultivated with a Care and Labour, of 
which none but the .Chine/e are capable; and they are 
fo fruitful withal, that in feveral Places they yield 
Rice twice a Year, and frequently Wheat and other 
Grain between the two Crops. 

Father Du Halde remarks, that if the Chinefe weve 
as careful in cultivating their Fruit-trees, as we gene- 
rally are in Europe, they would have Plenty of almoft 
all Kinds, the only Difference would be the want of 
Variety of each diftiné&t Sort: As for Inftance ; they 
have but three or ~~ of Apples, feven or 
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eight of Pears, as many of Peaches, and none of 
Cherries but what are very indifferent. 

We have here an Account of fome very odd Plants, 
wholly unkuo'vn in our Parts of the World; one 
of thefe produces a Mind of Pepper. 1 here is ano- 
ther Tree which bears Peas: the Shape, Colour, 
Shell and Tafte are extremely like cur ordinary Peas. 
But among Trees which claim the Attention of the 
Publick, ahd which are moft likely to raife the En- 
vy of the Europeans, as our Editor exprefles it, are 
the four that follow: The firft is the Varnifh-tree. 
Its Size is yery mean, its Bark whitifh, its Leaf re- 
fembles that of the wild Cherry-tree. The Gum 
which diftils drop by drop, is like the Tears of the 
Turpentine-tree. It yields a greater Quantity of Li- 
quor if an Incifion be made init; but then it foon 
deftroys the Tree. The fecond is a Tree from which 
a Liquor is gain’d, not much differing from Varmith, 
of itlelf; and which by a certain Preparation really 
becomes fuch. The third is the Tallow-tree; the 
Fruit is contain’d ina Rind, which, when ripe, o- 
pens in the Middle like a Chefnut: It confifts of 
white Kernels, of the Size of a Hafel-nut, whofe 
Pulp has the Properties of Tallow, and of which 
Candles are accordingly made. The fourth is the 
moft uncommon of all; it is call’d Pe-La-chu, that 
is, the White-wax-tree. [t is not fo tall as the Tal- 
low-tree, from which it alfo differs in the Colour of 
the Bark, which is whitifh, and in the Shape of the 
Eeaves, which are longer than they are broad. A 
litle kind-of Worm fixes itfelf to the Leaves, and 
forms a fort of Comb much fmaller than a Honey- 
comb. The Wax of this is very hard and fhining, 
and of far greater Value than their common Bees- 
Wax. 

I forbear to {peak of fome other ufeful and beauti- 
ful Vegetables which our Author takes notice of, 
but muft not omit that of Tea, which is become one 
of the moft univerfal Repafts of the People of thefe 
iflands, as well as moft other Countries of Europe. 
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It is diftinguifhed into four Sorts, the firft has the 
Name of /ong lo tcha; it grows upon a Mountainof 
Kian nan, in the Lat.of 29 degr. 20 min. 30". which 
is covered over with thefe Shrubs. ‘This is the fame 
as is called Green- Tea among us ; it is planted much 
in the fame manner as Vines, whofe Growth is pre- 
vented, otherwife it would run up to feven or eight 
Foot in height. Inthe Space of four or five Years 
it muft be planted anew, or elfe the Leaf will be- 
come thick, hard and rough. The Flower 1s white, 
and in the Shape of a Rofe, compofed of five Leaves. 
Inthe Autumn when the Flower is gone, there ap- 
pearsa Berry in the Shape of a Nut, a little moift 
and of no bad Tatfte. 

Another Kind of Tea, Von y tcha, grows in the 
Province of Fo kien, and takes its Name from a fa- 
mous Mountain therein. This Mountain, according 
to an Obfervation made upon the Spot, lies in 27° 
47' 38” of North Latitude. The Soilthat produces 
this Plant is light, whitifh, and fandy. The only 
Difference between this Tea and the former is, that 
the Leaves of the former are more long and fharp- 
pointed, the Decoétion of it is green, and Experi- 
ence difcovers it to be much more raking. On the 
contrary, the Leavesof the latter are fhort, and more 
round, of a Colour a little blackifh, and yield a yel- 
low Tinéture; the Tafte is very fmooth, and the 
Decoétion inoffenfive to the weakeft Stomach: for 
this reafon this Tea is the more fought after, and ufed 
by the whole Empire. However, it mutt be ob- 
ferved that of this Kind there are three Sorts. 

The firft is the tender Leaf of the Shrub when 
newly planted; this is feldom expofed to Sale, but 
ferves to make Prefents of, and to fend to the Empe- 
ror. Itisa Kind of Imperial Tea, and is valued at 
two Shillings a Pound of our Money. The fecond 
confifts of Leaves of juft a fenfible Growth, and this 
is counted a very good Sort; the remaining Leaves 
are fuffered to come to their full Bignefs, which 
makes the third Kind, and is exceeding cheap. They 
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make ftill another Sort of the Flower itfelf; but 
thofe who would have it, muft befpeak it before- 
hand, and purchafe it at an exceflive Price. Not- 
withftanding which it makes a very infipid Tea, and 
is never ufed at the Emperor’s Court. 

There are feveral other Teas, which are very little 
different from the two principal Kinds, but what is 
owing to the Nature of the Soil in which they are 
planted ; and there are feveral Plants to which they 
give the Name of Tea, which are nothing like it. 
However, there is a third principal Sort, of which 
we can give but an imperfeét Account, becaufe 
Strangers are not permitted to enter the Place where 
it grows. It is called Pou eul tcha, from the Village 
Pou eul in the Province of Yum nan. Thofe who 
have been at the Foot of the Mountain where it is 
gathered, inform us that this Shrub is tall and bufhy, 
planted without Regularity, and grows without Cul- 
tivation. The leaves are more long and thick than 
thofe of the two former Kinds; they roll them up 
into a kind of Balls, and fell them at a good Price. 
The Tafte is {mooth, but not very agreeable ; when 
it is made ufe of in the ordinary manner, it yields a 
reddifh Tinéture. The Chinefe Phyficians account it 
very falutary, and a certain Remedy for the Cholick 
and Fluxes, and alfo very good to procure an Appe- 
tite. 

After the Animals (of which I fay nothing) our 
Author treats of the Metals of China; the Mountains 
abound in Mines of the feveral Species of them. Sil- 
ver and Gold are there in abundance, as the Natives 
affirm, yet they have been hitherto negleéted, out of 
Policy, becaufe the Repofe of the Publick would be 
difturbed by too much Riches, which would make 
the People proud, and negligent of Agriculture. Not- 
withftanding this Maxim, there have been Silver 
Mines always kept open in the Province of Yun nan; 
and as for their Gold, they find it in the Sands of 
the Brooks and Rivers that defcend from the Moun- 
tains in the Weftern Parts of the Provinces of Se 
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tchun and Yun nan. As their Gold is not coined, it 
is fold as a Merchandife, but the Demand for it is not 
confiderable, becaufe it is ufed by none but the Gild- 
ers, except for fome fmall Toys. No Perfon but the 
Emperor has any Quantity of Utenfils made of this 
Metal. 

There is alfo great Plenty of Tin and Iron Mines 
found here. One Mine, in particular, was obferv’d 
by the Miffionaries to yield hundreds of Quintals in 
afew Days. The Copper Mines which are in the 
Provinces of Yun nanand Koei tcheou, have for many 
Years fufficed for the fmall Coin of the whole Em- 
pire. But the moft fingular of all their Metals is a 
white Copper, which is ftill more fo inwardly than 
outwardly. When polifh’d, it is exactly like Silver ; 
but what detracts from its Value, is, its being more 
brittle than other Copper. But of all the ufeful 
Foffils, China exceeds in that of Sea-coal: They have 
it to ufe there on all Occafions, which is of infinite 
Advantage in fo cold a Climate, and where Wood- 
firing is very fcarce. There are but few Gems in 
China. Lapis Lazuli is found in feveral Places in 
one of the Provinces. ‘There is a kind of Jafper like 
white Agate in another, and a {mall Sort of Rubies 
inathird. The fineft Rock Cryftal is found in the 
Province of Fo kien, which the Artificers, who live 
near the Mountains where it is got, are very skilful 
in working. There are alfo, in the Provinces, Quar- 
ries of fine Marble, which would equal the bett in 
Europe if it were well polifh’d ; but they make bur 
little Ufe of it in their publick Buildings. There is 
neither Palace, ncr Temple, nor any other Edifice, 
at Peking, or elfewhere, entirely of Marble. Though 
Pillars are frequently us’d in their Building, they have 
hitherto employ’d nothing but Wood for that Pur- 
pofe. It is uncommon to fee any thing built even 
of Stone, befides Bridges and triumphal Arches , 


which adorn the Streets of the principal Cities of 
each Province, 
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The Stone Bridges are commonly built like ours, on 
large Piers of Stone, capable of refitting the Rapidi- 
ty of the Stream, and fultaining the Weight of Arches 
wide enough for the Paflage of largeVeffels. They are 
exceeding numerous, and the Emperors {pare no Ex- 
pence when the publick Good require them to be 
built. One which excels all the reft, is at Suen tcheou 
fou, built over the Point of an Arm of the Sea, with- 
out which, the Paflage wou’d be fometimes dange- 
rous, even in a Boat. It is 2500 Chinefe Fect in 
Length, and 20 in Breadth; it is fupported by 252 
{trong Piers, 126 on each Side. All the Stones are 
of the fame Bignefs, as well thofe which are laid 
from Pier to Pier, as thofe which are laid crofs-wile; 
infomuch, that it is difficult to comprehend how 
Stones of fuch an enormous Size fhould be plac’d in 
that regular Manner they are, or even rais’d on the 
high Piers on which they lie. After this, the Fa- 
ther obferves, there is nothing of the kind worth 
mentioning; but from the publick Buildings in ge- 
neral it may, he fays, be obferv’d, that thefe People 
are very lavifh in every thing that regards the Pub- 
lick, but good Oceconomitts in all their private Con- 
cerns. /Vhat filly Creatures muft thefe be in this Re- 
‘pet, wherein they att upon Principles fo direétly the re- 
verfe of ours! 

But the moft excellent of all their Works relate to 
their Rivers and Canals, which are managed with the 
greatcit Advantage to the Publick; infomuch, that 
one may pals from Canton, the moft fouthern City, 
to Peking, the moft northern, without travelling a- 
bove one Day by Land, and even not that, if one 
goes a little about by the Provinces of Quang fi and 
flou quanz. 

[ omit many Particulars in the general Account 
of this Empire, that I may have room to fpeak of 
the great Wall, which divides China from Yartary. 
[r was buile by the famous Emperor Tin chi hoang, 
with a politick View, 221 Years before Chrift. It 
is the northern Boundary of China, and defends it 
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from the neighbouring Zartars, who were at that 
Time divided into feveral Nations under different 
Princes, which prevented their doing any Injury to 
China, but by their fudden Eruptions. There was 
then no Inftance of fuch a Union of the weftern Zar- 
tars, as happen’d at the Beginning of the thirteenth 
Century, when they conquer’d China. 

Father Du Halde fays, there is nothing in the 
World equal to this Work, which is continued 
through three great Provinces, viz. Pe tcheli, Chan 
fi, and Chen fi, built often in Places which feem in- 
acceflible, and ftrengthen’d with a Series of Forts. 
The Beginning of this Wall is a large Bulwark of 
Stone, rais’d in the Sea, to the Eaft of Peking, and 
almoft in the fame Latitude. It is built like the 
Walls of the common Cities of the Empire, but 
much wider, being terrafs’d, and cas’d with Brick; 
and it is from 20 to 2¢ Feet high. Itis well pav’d 
on the Top, and wide enough for five or fix Horfe- 
men to travel a-breaft with Eafe. ‘The Gates of 
the great Wall are fortified, on the Side of China, by 
pretty large Forts. For feveral Leagues, in the Pro- 
vince of Pe tcheli, it is terrafs’d, and cas’d with Brick 
on both Sides; but when you enter that of Chen f, 
towards Zien tching oueciy the Wall begins to be on- 
ly of Earth: Neverthclefs, on the Side of Cha hou 
keou, Which Place the Mufcovites come to, ftreight 
from Selingisko, it is cas’d on the outer Side with 
Brick, and fome of its Towers are very large, and 
built of Brick, on a Bafe of Stones but it does not 
always continue the fame. The River Hoang Ho has 
Centry-boxes along its Banks, wherein Soldiers keep 
Guard continually, and fupply the Place of a Wall, 
towards the Bounds which divide the Provinces of 
Chan fi and Chen fi. Beyond the River, weftward, 
the Wall is only of Earth, low, narrow, and fome» 
times of Gravel; for it lies in a gravelly Soil, and in 
fome Places is quite deftroy’d, but in other Places the 
Paflage is defended by feveral confiderable Towns. 
he beft of thefe is Ning biz, in the Diftri& of which 
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the Mountains are fo high and fteep, that feven or 
eight Leagues from it they fupply the Place of aWall 
for about ten more. In the Neighbourhood of the 
Tartar Halkas, the Wall is only of Earth, but kept 
in good Repair, on Account of that People, who 
have been fubjeét to the Emperor but a few Years. 
The Walls of Kia yu koan are not of Brick, but well 
guarded with Soldiers, who defend this important 
Paffage. The Wall ends when you have pals’d a 
little Town call’d Zcbouang-lan, becaule it is fituated 
where two Ways meet. The Emperors of the pre- 
ceding Family, thinking the better to preferve the 
Peace of the Nation, in making the Place impreg- 
nable where they kept their Court, had built a fecond 
Wall which was as trong and furprizing as the firft. 
It remains {till entire in Pe tcbeli, 76 lys from Peking, 
at one of the principal Gates, nam’d Nan keo, and 
from thence ten Leagues upon the Declivity of a high 
Mountain, by which the Road lies to Suen hoa fou, 
and from thence to Jai tong, in the Province of 
Chan fi. ‘This Wall, which is call’d the great In- 
ner-wall, joins the other to the North of Peking, near 
Suan hoa fou, where there is a Garifon, and is con- 
tinu’d along the Weft of the Province of Pe tcheli, 
and extends into the Province of Chaz fi, where it is 
ruinous in many Places. 

The general View of the Empire of China goes 
on, after this, with an Account of feveral Nations 
that are dependent upon, and fubject to it, conftitu- 
ting fome of its Zartar Provinces; in which is com- 
priz’d a Hiftory of many remarkable Tranfaétions and 
Events, in which they were concern’d among them- 
felves, as well as with China, before they were united 
to it. ‘To this fucceeds an Account of the Journey 
of the Peres Boures, Fontenay, Gerbillony Le Comte, 
and Ve/delou, from the Port of Ning Po to Peking; 
with a very exact and particular Defcription of all 
the Places through which they pafs’d, in the Pro- 
vinces of Iche Kiang, Kiang Nan, Chan tong, and Pe 

tcbell. 





Art. 3. for January 1737. 49 
tcheli. From this Narrative we may form a tole- 
rable Notion of this prodigious Empire. 

Next follows a geographical Defcription of the 
Provinces of China. ‘That of Pe tche li comes firtt, 
as chief of the whole Kingdom: It is divided into 
nine different Countries, which have each a Fou, or 
principal City of the firft Rank, on which feveral 
other Towns are dependent. Thefe Towns are 140 
in Number, 20 of which are Zcheou, or Towns of the 
fecond Rank, and 120 are Hien, or Towns of the 
third Rank; not to mention an infinite Number of 
Boroughs and Villages, fome of which are as large 
as Cities, but have not that Name, becaute they are 
not enclos’d with Walls or Ditches. 

The Air is exceeding temperate; it feldom rains 
but towards the End of ‘/u/y, or Beginning of z- 
guf?; but at other times the Dew which falls in the 
Night moiftens the Earth; this Moifture dries at the 
ring of the Sun, and 1s fuccceded by a very fine 
Duft, which penetrates every where, and gets into 
Rooms which are {hut up with the utmoft Care. The 
Soil is plain, but fandy, and not very fruitful. Ic pro- 
duces all Sorts of Grain, and chiefly Wheat and 
Millet; all Sorts of Cattle, Pulfe, and great Plen- 
ty of Fruit, fuch as Apples, Pears, Plums, Chefnuts, 
Walnuts, Figs, Peaches, Grapes, (7c. The Rivers 
are full of Fifh, and the Mountains furnifh a great 
Quantity of Pit-coal. 

But what renders this Province the moft confider- 
able, is, that the Riches of the whole Empire are 
brought hither, the northern and fouthern Provin- 
ces ftriving to outvie each other in furnifhing it with 
every thing they produce, that is mo{t uncommonand 
delicious. 

The People in general are not fo polite, nor fo apt 
to learn the Sciences, as thofe of the fouthern Provin- 
ces; but they are ftronger, more warlike, and better 
able to undergo the Fatigues and Hardfhips of War. 
In this they refemble the other Chine/?, who inhabit 
the northern Provinces. 

After 
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After this general Defcription of the Province, 
there enfues an Account of its Capital, Peking, the 
Metropolis of the whole Empire. The City 1s an 
exact Square; it is divided into two Parts; that 
which contains the Emperor’s Palace, 1s call’d Sin 
tching, the new City; it is alfo call’d the Zartar Ci- | 
ty, becaufe the Houfes were given to the Zartars, 
when the prefent Monarchy was eftablifh’d. 

The fecond is nam’d Lao tching, the old City; it 
may be alfo call’d the old Chinefe City, becaufe when 
the Chinefe were expell’d the other City, fome of 
them retir’d into this, whilft others fled towards the 
northern Provinces, and were at length oblig’d to 
quit the Country, becaufe not only the Houfes of the 
new City, built heretofore by Yang Jo, about the Year 
1405, when the Court left Nan King, but the Lands 
adjoining to the City, and to the neighbouring Ci- 
ties, to acertain Diftance, were diftributed amongft 
the Zartars, with a perpetual Exemption from all 
‘Taxes whatever. In lets than eighty Years, the 
Tartars are fo greatly increas’d, that they occupy 
almoft all the new City; the Chine/e poffels the 
Remainder; fo that there is no Place empty in this, 
altho’ there is a Vacancy in the old City. 

The Circuit of the Walls of the two Cities toge- 
ther, without taking in the Suburbs, has been mea- 
fur’d, and does not exceed ¢2 Chinefe Lys; fo that 
it is lefs than Naz King: But there is a vaft Dif- 
ference between the Height, the Breadth, and the 
Beauty of the Walls of thefe two Cities: Thofe of 
Peking are grand, and worthy of the Capital of the 
preatcit Empire of the World; but thofe of Nas 
(ing are narrow, and do not feem to have exceeded 
thole of the old City of Peking, which are no better 
than the Walls of the common Cities of the Empire. 
A Horfeman may afcend the Walls of the new City 
by a Ramp of a great Length: In feveral Places 
there are Houfes built for a Corps du Garde. The 
Towers are built within a Bow-fhot of each other; 
one of which, after a certain Number, is much larger 
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than the others, in which may be plac’d {mall Bo- 
dies of Referve. The Gates of the City, which 
are high, and well vaulted, fupport very large Pa- 
vilions nine Stories high; each Story has Openings 
either of Windows or Port-holes; the lowelt Story 
forms a large Hall, where the Officers and Soldiers 
retire who come off the Guard, as well as thofe who 
are to relieve the Guard. Before each Gate there 
is an open Space left, of above 360 Feet, which ferves 
for a Parade, furrounded by a femicircular Wall, equal 
in Height and Breadth to that which inclofes the 
City, into which Parade the Entrance is always on 
that Side which does not face the great Road which 
comes into the City; this Way is again commanded 
by another Pavilion like the firft; fo that as the Can- 
non of one can demolifh all the Houfes of the Town, 
the Cannon of the other commands the neighbour- 
ing Country. All the Gates of the City, which are 
nine in Number, have a double Pavilion built alike 
on the Platform of the Walls, and furnifh’d with Ar- 
tillery. Any other Fort or Citadel would be needlefs, 
for thefe Fortifications are more than fufficient to keep 
the People in Obedience. 

The Streets of this great City are ftraitr, almoft 
all laid out with a Line, at leaft a League in Length, 
and about 120 Feet wide, with Shops for the moft 
part on both Sides of the Way. ’Tis Pity there is 
{uch a Difference between the Streets and the Houfes, 
which are poorly builc in Front, and very low. It 
is {urprizing to fee the innumerable Multirude of 
People who croud thofe Streets, and not a Woman 
amongft them, and the Confufion caus’d by fuch a 
vaft Number of Horfes, Mules, Affes, Camels, Carts, 
Waggons, and Chairs, without reckoning the va- 
rious Crouds of 1c0 to 200 Men in the Streets, at 
fome Diftance from each other, who gather about 
fome Fortune-tellers, or Players at Cups and Balls, 
or Ballad-fingers, or to hear fome Fellow who reads 
of relates a comical Story to make them merry, or elfe 
to hear a fort of Quacks, who diftribute their Me- 
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dicines, and explain their admirable Effeéts with rhe- 
torical Flourifhes: Perfons of Dittinétion would be 
ftopp’d every Moment, if they had not a Horfe- 
man to go before, and clear the Way. All the Riches 
and the Merchandizes of the Empire are continually 
pouring into this City; it is ufual either to be car- 
ried in a Chair, or, more commonly, to ride through 
the Streets: It is eafy to find Hackney-Horfes, or 
Chairs, in maay Places; for 12 or 15 Pence one may 
hire a Horfe or a Mule for a whole Day; and as 
the great Crouds of People fill all the Streets, the 
Owner of the Horfe or Mule often leads his Beaft by 
the Bridle, in order to make way. Thefe People know 
exactly the Street and Houfe where any confiderable 
Perfon lives. There 1s alfo a Book fold, which gives 
an exact Account where every Perfon lives that has 
any publick Employment. 

The Governor of Peking, who is a Mantcheou Tar- 
tar of Diftinction, is call’d Kou men titou, the General 
of the nine Gates; and the People, as well as the 
Soldiers, are under his Jurifdiétion in every thing 
that relates to the Civil Government, and the publick 
Safety. This Policy cannot be exceeded, and it’s 
furprizing to fee the perfect Tranquility that is main- 
tain’d amongft fuch an almoft infinite Number of 
Chinefe and Tartars. It feldom happens, in many 
Years, that any Houfe is broke open by Thieves, or 
that any Murder is committed: There is, indeed, fuch 
exact Order obferv’d, that it is next to impoffible 
that fuch Crimes fhould be committed with any 
manner of Impunicy. 

All the great Streets, which are drawn by a Line 
from one Gate to another, have feveral Corps de 
Garde. Night and Day the Soldiers, with their 
Swords by their Sides, and Whips in their Hands, are 
ready to chattife thofe who make any Difturbance. 
They have Power to take into Cuftody whoever re- 
fifts, or creates any Quarrel. 

The little Streets, which come into the greater, 
have Gates made in the Manner of a Lattice, which 
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do not prevent feeing all that pafs along. They 
are guarded by the Corps de Garde plac’d over-againtt 
them in the great Street: there are alfo fome Sol- 
diers on Duty about the Middle of almoft all thefe 
Streets: the Lattice Gates are fhut at Night by the 
Corps de Garde, and are feldom opened but to Perfons 
known, who carry a Lanthorn in their Hand, and 
who give a good Reafon for coming out, fuch as it 
would be to fetch a Phyfician. 

As foon as the firft Stroke is given by the Watch 
on a great Bell, a Soldier or two come and go from 
one Corps de Garde to the other, and as they walk a 
long they play continually on a fort of Rattle. 

They do not fufferany Perfon to go about at Night, 
and they examine thofe who are fent upon the Empe- 
ror’s Bufinefs; if they find their Aniwers any way 
fufpicious, they put them in Cuftody of the Corps’ 
de Garde. This Corps de Garde muft alfo anfwer every 
Call of the Centinel who is on duty: tis by this 
beautiful Order, which is obferved with the greateft 
Stri¢tnefs, that Peace, Silence and Safety reign 
throughout the City: It muft be added, that not 
only the Governor is obliged to walk round the 
Town, and comes when leaft expeéted, but the Offi- 
cers alfo who keep Guard on the Walls, and on the 
Pavilions of the Gates, where they beat the Watches 
on great Drums of Brafs, fend Subalterns to examine 
the Quarters which belong to their refpective Gates: 
The leaft Negle& is punifhed the next Day, and the 
Officer is broke. 

This Regulation is indeed very expenfive to the 
Emperor, for Part of the Soldiers that have been 
mentioned are kept entirely to take care of the Streets : 
They are all Foot, and their Pay is large: Befides their 
Watching Night and Day, it is their Duty to fee 
that every Perton cleans the Street before his Door, 
that it is {wept every Day, and watet’d Night and 
Morning in dry Weather, and that the Dirt ‘is taken 
away after Rain; and as the Streets are very wide, 
one of their chief Employments is to work them- 
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felves, and to keep the Middle of the Streets very 
clean for the Convenience of Paffengers. After they 
have taken up the Dirt they level the Ground, for 
the Town is not paved, or they dry it after it has been 
turn’d, or mix it with other dry Earth, fo that two 
Hours after great Rains one may go clean to all Parts 
of the Town. If it may be faid that the Streets of 
Peking are commonly very bad, it muft mean only 
thofe of the Old Town, which are narrow and not 
fo well kept as the other; for in the New Town the 
Soldiers are continually employ’d to keep the Streets 
clean, even when the Emperor is abfent. ‘There isa 
fecond Wall in the New City, which is but low 
and narrow, yet it is adorned with great Gates, where 
a Guard is kept. This Wall is called Hoang tching, 
the Imperial Wall; its Southern Gate is alfo the Gate 
of the Emperor’s Paiace, about 100 Fathom Dittance 
from the principal Gate of the City, and which has 
the fame Situation. 

The Palace is a-prodigious Heap of great Buildings, 
of vaft Courts and Gardens; it is enclofed by a Wall 
of Brick about twelve Chine/e Lys round. This Wall 
has Battlements along the Courtaine, and is adorned 
with little Pavilions at the Angles; over each Gate 
there is a more lofty Pavilion, ftronger built, and fur- 
rounded by a Gallery, which is fupported by Pillars, 
and refembles our Periftyle: this is properly called 
the Palace, becaufe this Compafs includes the Apart 
ments of the Emperor and his Family. 

Altho’ the Archite€ture of the Imperial Palace 1s 
entirely different from the European, yet it ftrikes 
the Eye by the-Grandeur and regular Difpofition of 
the Apartments, and by the Structure of the Roofs, 
which have four Sides, and rife very high. The 
whole is covered with varnifh’d Tiles of fuch a-beau- 
tiful Yellow, that at a Diftance they appear almoft as 
bright as if they were gilt. Another Roof, as bright 
as the former, {prings from the Walls, and ranges all 
round the Buildings; and this is fupported by a Fo- 
ceft of Beams, Joifts and Spars, all japann’d with gold 
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Flowers on a green Ground. This fecond Roof, with 
the Projeétion of the firft, make a fort of Crown to 
thefe Structures, which has a very fine Effect. W hat- 
ever Difference there may be in the Gotit of Archi- 
tecture, it is certain that thefe Apartments, with their 
Courts furrounded by Galleries, and ranged one after 
another in regular Order, form one entire Structure; 
which is extremely grand, and worthy the greateft 
Empire in the World. 

The Terraffes, upon which the Apartments are 
built, contribute very much to give them that Air 
of Grandeur which ftrikes the Eye: Thefe Terraffes 
are above fifteen Foot high, cas’d with white Marble, 
adorn’d with Ballifters of pretty good W orkmanfhip, 
and open only at the Steps placed on each Side, and 
in the Middle and Corners of the Front: the Affent 
in the Middle is only a Slope of Marble confifting 
of one or two Blocks, having neither Steps hor 
Landing-place. No Perfon is permitted to pafs this 
way into the Apartments; the Emperor alone is car- 
ried through in his cover’d Chair upon Days of Ce- 
temony. Thefe Terraffes, before the Windows of the 
Apartments, make a broad Platform, paved with 
Marble, which in their Length from Eaft to Weft 
always project feven or eight feet beyond the Build- 
ing: Such is the Apartment where the Emperor re- 
fides, and fuch is that which is more to the South, 
and which is open to all the Mandarins of the Em- 
pire; it is call’d ai bo tien, the Hall of the grand 

nion, 

The Mandarins range themfelves in the Court of 
this Hall on the Days appointed for the Ceremonies, 
which are fettled by the Laws of the Empire; to 
renew their Homage: thefe Ceremonies are perform- 
ed, as well in the Abfence of the Emperor, as when 
he is prefent; it is very common to ftrike the Fore- 
head on the Ground before the Gate of the Palace; 
or before one of the Royal Halls, with the fame Ce- 
remonies and Refpeé as before the Emperor himfelf 
feated on the Throne. : 
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This Hall is about 130 Foot long, and almoft 

fquare; the Cieling is carved Work japann’d Green, 
and charg’d with gilded Dragons; the Pillars with- 
in, which fupport the Roof, are about fix or feven 
Feet in Circumference at the bottom, incrufted with 
a kind of Pafte, and japann’d with Red; the Pave- 
ment is partly cover’d with an ordinary Sort of Cars 
pets, imitating thofe of Zurky; the Walls are dcfti- 
tute of all Ornament, very well whited, but with- 
out Tapeftry, Looking-glaffes, Sconces, or Paint- 
ings. 
“The Throne, which is in the midft of the Hall, 
confifts of a lofty Alcove, very neat, but not mag- 
nificent, and without any Infcription but the word 
Ching, which feveral Authors have tranflated by the 
word Ho/y; but it is not always ufed in that Senfe, for 
it is fometimes better interpreted by the Latin word 
Eximius, and by the Exgli/h word Excellent, Perfeét, 
Wifeft. On the Plattorm before the Hall are placed 
great and mafly Veflels of Brafs, in which Perfumes 
are burnt during the Ceremony, and Candlefticks 
made in the Shape of Birds, large enough to hold 
Flambeaux. This Platform is continued beyond the 
Hall Tai bo tien. One of thefe fmaller Halls is a very 
—_ circular Room, with Windows on all Sides, 
and fhining with Japan of various Colours. Here the 
Emperor, as it is affirm’d, repofes fome time before 
and after the Ceremony, and changes his Habit. 

This circular Hall is but a few Paces diftant from 
a fecond, that is longer than wide, the Door of 
which ftands towards the North. The Emperor is 
obliged to pafs through this Door, when he comes 
from his Apartment to afcend the Throne, and there 
to receive the Homage of the whole Empire. He is 
then carry’d in a Chair by Men drefs’d in long red 
Veits embroidered with Silk, and wearing Plumes of 
Feathers in their Caps. 

The Court before this Hall is the largeft in the Pa- 
laces it is at leaft 300 Feet long, and 2F0 wide. 
Upon the Gallery which furrounds it are the Empe- 
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ror’s Magazines of all valuable Goods. They are 
opened only on certain Occafions, fuch as upon crea- 
ting an Heir to the Empire, or an Emprefs, or 
Queens, €fc. There are five Doors to this Gallery, 
the middle one is never opened but for the Emperor; 
the Mandarins, who come to perform the Ceremony 
before the Imperial Hall, enter by the fide ones. 

The Palaces of the Emperor’s Children and the 
other Princes of the Blood are very neat within, ex- 
tremely capacious, and built at a great Expence. 
They are much of the fame Defign with this we have 
been defcribing: the Doors, which generally open in- 
to fome little By-ftrects, have no other Ornament 
than two little Lions of Brafs or white Stone of 
but indifferent Workmanfhip. 

After this large and particular Delineation of Pe- 
king, and the Imperial Palace, which, we are told, 
is the only Edifice therein that deferves our Attenti- 
on, there follows a farther Account of the fix fove- 
reign Tribunals aforemention’d (the Places of whofe 
Affembly are alfo of vaft Extent, but ill built, and 
worfe repair’d, no way anfwerable to the Majefty of 
the Empire;) likewife of the Zartar Troops, and of 
the Emperor’s Authority in the Adminiftration of the 
Government. 

Our Author is much fhorter in defcribing the 
other Cities of this Province. We have no Account 
here of more than nine of them; after which our 
Editor proceeds to treat of the fecond Province of 
China, Kiang-Nan. 

This is one of the moft fruitful, the moft tra- 
ding, and, of courfe, one of the richeft in the Em- 
pire. It is of vaft Extent, containing 14 Cities of 
the 1ft Order, and 93 of the 2d and 3d, all very 
populous, and noted for Commerce. The Silks, Ja- 
pann’d Ware, Ink, Paper, and, in general, every 
thing that comes from thence, is much more efteem’d 
and bears a greater Price, than what comes, of the 
fame kind, from the other Provinces. In one City 
of it, with the Towns thereon depending, there are 
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reckon’d to be above 200000 Weavers of plain Cot- 
tons and Muflins. In fhort, fuch isthe Wealth and 
Plenty of it, that it pays the Emperor annually about 
22000000 of Jaels, (nearly. of the Value of our 
Crown) befides the Cuftoms of Export and Import. 
It is divided into two Governments, each of which 
includes feven Cities of the 1ft Order. The Inhabi- 
tants arc very polite, have fine Senfe, and an extra- 
ordinary Difpofition for the Sciences. Here the an- 
cient Emperors always kept their Court, till they 
were oblig’d, for Reafons of State, to remove to 
Peking, on Account of its Vicinity to Zartary. Its 
Capital, Naz King, our Author fays, is certainly the 
largeft City of the whole Empire, the Walls being 
nearly five great Leagues and a half, and 446 Fathom 
in Circuit. The Plan of it is very irregular, by rea- 
fon of the hilly Soil it ftands on. It is greatly fal- 
len from its former Splendor; about a third of it lies 
quite defolate, the reft is well peopled, and full 
of Trade. It fuffer’d much by the Ravages of the 
Tartars, who made the firft Irruptions into China. 
The Streets are not near fo wide as thofe of Peking, 
yet they are handfome, well pav’d, and border’d 
with neat Shops, richly furnifh’d. The Tartars keep 
a Garifon here, under a General of their own Nati- 
on, and live in a Part cf the City feparated from the 
re{t by a plainWall. There remain now few pub- 
lick Buildings of any Note in it, except fome Idol- | 
remples, one of which has a Tower of China Ware 
200 Foot high, of exquifite Workmanfhip and | 
Beauty. The Gates alfo are fine and noble. | 

Father Du Halde defcribes the fecond City of this | 
Province, which is the chief of the eaftern Divifion 
of it, as a perfect Paradife; all the other Cities which 
he {peaks any thing of, have their due Commendati- 
on, and all tends to infpire us with the moft grand 
and lovely Idea imaginable of this unparallel’d Coun- | 


try. | 
The third Province of the Empire is Kiang 7. Our | 
Author mentions thirteen Cities of it, in a Town | 
2 depend- | 
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depending on the fecond of which live the beft 
Makers of China Ware. This Town is fo populous 
as to contain more than a million of Souls. In ge- 
neral, Kiang fi is water’d with Brooks, Lakes and 
Rivers, which abound with all manner of Fith, efpe- 
cially with Salmon, Trout, and Sturgeon. ‘The Moun- 
tains, with which the Province is furrounded, are 
either cover’d with Wood, or famous for their Mi- 
nerals, Simples, and phyfical Herbs. The Soil pro- 
duces all the Neceffaries of Life in great Plenty, and 
is very rich in Mines of Gold, Silver, Lead, [ron, 
and Tin. They make here very fine Stuffs; and 
their Wine, which is made of Rice, is reckon’d de- 
licious by the Chinefe. 

To Kien, which is the fourth Province, tho’ one of 
the leaft, yet is one of the richeft of the whole Em- 
pire. Its Situation is commodious for Navigation 
and Commerce, the Climate is hot, but the Air is 
very pure and healthy. Befides that it abounds with 
every thing that grows in moft other of the Provin- 
ces, the Trade it carries on with Japan, the Philip- 
pines, the Ifland of Formofa, fava, Camboya, Siam, 
fc. enriches it extremely. They have Mask, pre- 
cious Stones, Quick filver, Silk, Hempen-cloth, Cal- 
lico, Steel, and all Sorts of Utenfils, wrought to the 
preateft Perfection; and they import, trom other 
Countries, ‘loves, Cinnamon, Pepper, Sandal- wood, 
Amber, Coral, and many other Commodies of this 
Nature. Its Mountains are covered with Trees fit 
for building of Ships. ‘They have Mines of Lead 
and Iron; ’tis fuppos’d they have alfo Gold and Sil- 
ver, but it is forbidden to dig for either, on Pain of 
Death. Fruits it hath in great Variety, and very de- 
licious, Every City there has its particular Dialed, 
different from the reft, which is very incommodious 
to Travellers. Our Author reckons in it nine Cities 
of the firft Rank, and fixty of the third; of which 
the Reader may form a Conception by what has been 
aiready faid concerning the Cities of the other Pro- 
vinces, Part of the Ifland of Formo/a, which is fub- 
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je& to the Chinefe, is included within the Bounds of 
this Province; we have here a long and entertain- 
ing Defcription of it, which the Reader may com- 
pare with Mr. P/almanezer’s, who pretends himfelf 
a Native of the Place, and has given a formal Ac- 
count of it, which many have fuppofed not to be 
genuine: Perhaps, upon Examination, the Cheat ma 

be difcover’d, if he has impos’d upon the Publick; 
or, if not, the Truth of it may be confirm’d by 
comparing it with this of our Author. 

The fifth Province is Zche kiang; it is one of the 
moft fertile and trading of the Empire; it contains 
eleven Towns of the firft Order, and feventy-feven of 
the fecond and third; without reckoning an infinite 
Number of Towns and Villages exceeding populous. 
Its Capital is one of the richeft and largeft Cities of 
the Empire; its Inhabitants are more than a Million. 
It may be called the Region of Silk, becaufe that 


is the chief Commodity that is wrought there. They ~ 


fay they have 60,000 People at work within the 
Walls; and if fo, there muft be many hundred thous 
fands in the adjacent Parts, and Places depending 
upon Kia hing fou, and Hou tcheou fou, fince there 
is {carce a little Village where Silk is not wrought. 
Moft of the other Cities of this Province are re- 
markable for the Sweetnefs of their Situation, the 
Fairnefs of their Buildings, or other Circumftances 
which render them agrecable. 

Han quang, which is the fixth Province of China, 
feems to be inferior to the others that we have defcri- 
bed; but Ho xan, the feventh Province is generally 
efteemed a delicious Country. Befides the Forts, 
Caftles, and Garrifon Cities, it contains eight Fou, 
or Cities of the firft Order, and one hundred and two 
of the fecond and third. It is a Champaign Coun- 
try, excepting towards the Weft, where there are 
Mountains covered with Forrefts; but towards the 
Eaft it is cultivated like a Garden, the Cbine/e call it 
the Garden of China. 
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Chan fi, which is the ninth, is one of the fmalleft 
Provinces of the Empire. It has however five Ci- 
ties of the firft Order, with eighty five that depend 
onthem. ‘There are alfo feveral forts built at certain 
Diftances to defend the great Wall, and feveral Gari- 
fons, which are larger and more populous than many 
of the other Towns. The Climate is healthful and 
agreeable, but very mountainous; fome of thofe 
Mountains are very fruitful, and have abundance of 
Coal-mines, which ferve them for Fuel, Wood be- 
ing not very plenty in this Province. It abounds 
with all Manner of Corn, excepting Rice, and fur- 
nifhes W heat and Millet to other Provinces. Its Vines 
have very good Raifins, fit to make Wine of, if the 
Chinefe chofe it; but they only dry them, and fell 
them to the whole Empire. ‘There is a great abun- 
dance of Musk, of Porphyry, of Marble, of Jafper 
of divers Colours: the Lapis Lazuli is very common 
here; andthereare many [ron Mines,which fron,when 
wrought, is afterwards fent into the other Provinces. 
Its Capital was formerly very fine, and beautified 
with a great many Palaces; but they are all fallen to 
Ruin, fome Parts of the City are almoft defolate, 
though the Place is healthy and pleafant; the other 
Cities mentioned by our Author have nothing fingular 
in them. 
The tenth Province of the Empire is Chen fi; 
it contains eight Cities of the firft Order, and 106 
of the aval and third, befides a great many Forts 
on the great Wall. The Air is temperate, the 
People mild, and more civil and affable to Strangers 
than the other Northern Chine/e; there are in it 
abundance of the richeft Gold Mines, there are 
alfo great Quantities of Drugs, and great Quanti- 
ties of Coal. Its Capital is, next to Peking, the lar- 
geft and fineft City of all China. For feveral Ages it 
was the Seat of the Chine/e Emperors, and is yet very 
populous, and a Place of great Trade. ’Tis about 
four Leagues in Circuit; fome of the Gates are very 
magnificent. The Houfes are but very low, and ill 
built s 
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built; the Furniture is but indifferent, and Porcelain 
fcarce, the Workmen being lefs skilful there than in 
other Places. 

The rith, r2th, 13th, r4th, and ryth Provinces, 
need not be more particularly mention’d after what 
has been faid of the foregoing ; feeing there is nothing 
in any of them but what has been taken Notice of 
in the Detcription of the others. The Refidue of 
this Volume is taken up with the Annals of the Cdi- 
nefe Monarchy; or a chronological Hiftory of the 
moft remarkable Events that happen’d during the 
Reign of every Emperor. Here we fee a Suit of 
Princes of very different Characters; many Montters 
of Vice, and others amiable Patterns of every Virtue, 
Under the former the Empire always languifh’d, uns 
der the latter it again and again reviv’d, and rofe to 
Grandeur and Felicity. The firft Period of this Chro- 
nology begins with Foi, and ends with Chun, the 
ninth Emperor. When this laft began to reign, I 
know not any more than any of the foregoing, whofe 
Acceflions to the Throne are not dated. We are 
told, that Yao, the eighth Emperor, Chun’s Prede- 
ceflor, died in the 2zoth Year of the fecond Cycle, 
and that Chun began to reign alone the Year fol- 
lowing, having before govern’d with Yao 28 Years, 
who rul’d 72 before he affociated him. When 
Chun’s becoming fole Emperor is mention’d, our E- 
ditors infert 4. C. 2277. in the Margin, without 
giving us the leaft Hint of what is meant by it: Per- 
haps it denotes the Year of the Empire. 

After Chun, begins the firft Dynafty, nam’d “a, 
which contains feventeen Emperors in the Space of 
4s8 Years. The fecond Dynatty, call’d Chang, com- 
prehends the Lives of twenty-eight Emperors in the 
Space of 644 Years. The feventh Emperor of this 
Dynatty is the firft, the Time of whofe Reign we can 
precifely determine, for here our Editors become 
diftin& and explicit in their Chronology, fetting down 
in the Margin, in Words at Length, Year before ~ 
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and. under them 1617. which Courfe is taken after- 
wards throughout the feveral Dynatties. 

The third Dynafty, call’d Zcheou, compreheirds the 
Reign of thirty-five Emperors, within the Space of 
813 Years. The fourth Dynatty isa fhort one, of 
but forty-three Years, and including only four Em- 
perors. Ic was the fecond of thefe who built the 

reat Wall; and it was the fame, who, through an 
Ambition of being thought by Potterity the founder 
of the Empire, and the original Author of all that 
was excellent in its Conftitution, form’d a Defign of 
exterminating all Remembrance of his Predeceffors, 
and of its former State. With this View, he pub- 
lifh’'d a Decree commanding all his Subjects, on Pain 
of Death, to burn the Books call’d Xing, and all 
the Works of Confucius, wherein the Lives and Aéti- 
ons of the heft Emperors were recorded; excepting 
from the Flames only, thofe that treated of Archi- 
tecture and Phyfick ; accounting all other Arts and Sci- 
ences, and all Learning, to be of no Ufe, but rather 
an Encouragement to Idlenefs, and of dangerous Con- 
fequence to the State: Whilft Agriculture, as he 
pretended, which was the Source of Happinefs to 
the People, was neglected. This Decree was execu- 
ted by the Governors with the utmoft Severity; and 
where Men of Learning were found with fome of 
thefe valuable Books, they were immediately punifh’d 
with Death: However, fome Copies of them were 
fav’'d. This Decree of the Emperor, and the Seve- 
rity with which it was put in Execution, has made 
his Memory odious to Potterity to this Day; and the 
Lofs of thefe ancient Monuments is much bewail’d 
by the Chinefe. The fifth Dynafty, call’d Han, had 
twenty-five Emperors in the Space of 426 Years. 
The fixth, call’'d Heou ban, had two Emperors only 
in the Space of 44. Years. ‘The feventh, call’d T/in, 
had fifteen Emperors in the Space of 1 sy Years. The 
eighth Dynafty, call’d Song, had eight Emperors 
in the Space of ¢9 Years. The ninth, call’d 7, had 
five Emperors in the Space of 23 Years. The tenth, 
call’d 
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call’d Leang, had four Emperors in the Space of sy 
Years. Theeleventh, call’d Zchin, had five Empe- 
rors in the Space of 33 Years. Thetwelfth Dyna- 
fty, call’d Souy, had three Emperors in the Space 
of 29 Years. The thirteenth, call’d Zang, had twen- 
ty Emperors in the Space of 289 Years. The four- 
teenth, call’d Heo Leang, had two Emperors in the 
Space of 16 Years. ‘The fifteenth, call’d Heou Fang, 
contain’d four Emperors in the Space of 13 Years. 
The fixteenth, nam'd ficou t/fin, contain’d 2 Empe- 
rors in the Space of 11 Years. The feventeenth Dy- 
nafty, call’d Heou Han, reckons 2 Emperors in the 
Space but of 4 Years. The eighteenth, nam’d Heow 
Cheou, contain’d three Emperors in the Space of 9 
Years. The nineteenth, nam’d Song, contain’d eigh- 
teen Emperors in the Space of 319 Years. ‘The 
twentieth, call’d Yuen, contain’d nine Emperors in 
the Space of 89 Years. The twenty-firft Dynafty, 
nam’d Ming, contain’d fixteen Emperors in the Space 
of 266 Years. The twenty-fecond, nam’d Zfing, is | 
now reigning, and to the preient Time reckons 3 
Emperors. 

It would be endlefs to enter into Particulars con- 
cerning the Princes that fill up thefe Dynatties; but 
the fecond of the thirteenth, who was nam/’d Tai 
t/ong, and reign’d 23 Years, has fo noble and lovely a 
Character, that I would fain find Room to tranfcribe 
a few Traces of it. The Chine/e praife him above all 
Things, for his Wifdom, of which he gave, indeed, 
a {trong and moft fingular Proof, by the eafy Accefs 
to his Perfon, which he allow’d all who were capa- 
ble of giving him difcreet Counfels, or had Courage 
enough to adverrife him of his Faults, He was ex- 
ceeding temperate, a Lover of Learning, and in fome 
Reipects the Reftorer of the Sciences, by the Care 
he tock to procure the beft Books to be brought 
from all Parts, and by reinftating in his Palace an 
Academy for Literature, wherein were reckon’d 
8009 Scholars, and among them many Sons of fo- 
reign Princes. He founded, alfo, a military Acade- 
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my, where Archery was taught, and he himfelf often 
afiited at thefe Exercifes. When his Minifters re- 
refented to him the Danger to which he thereby ex- 

pos’d his Perfon, he anfwer’d, “ I look upon mylelf 
“ in my Empire as a Father in his Family, and I love 
«“ my Subjects as my Children; what have | then to 
“ fear?’? He forbad the Magiftrates to receive Pre- 
fents, upon Pain of Death; and to be fatisfied that 
his Orders were obey’d, he made a Trial upon a Man- 
darin, by a Man whom he had fuborn’d to make him 
a Prefent. The Mandarin receiv’dit,and the Emperor 
being inform’d thereof, condemn’d him to Death. 
Upon this, the prime Minifter fpake to him, “ Great 
“ Prince! your Sentence is juft, and the Mandaria 
“© deferves Death; but you, who have decoy’d him 
“ into this Fault which he has committed, are you 
6 altogether innocent, and do you not partake of his 
“ Crime ?” ‘This Remonitrance had its Effeéi, and 
the Emperor pardon’d the Offender. Whenever the 
Country was threaten’d with Scarcity, Drought, or 
immoderate Rains, after the Examples of the anci- 
ent Emperors, he publifh’d an Ediét, by which he 
order’d his Mifcarriages to be fignified to him, that 
he might take Care to reform them, and appeafe the 
Wrath of Heaven. He gave no Heed to Sooth- 
fayers, and when he was once defir’d to obferve fome- 
thing, as portending him good Luck, he ‘mil’d at 
the Difcourfe, and faid, ** What fignifies that? ** A 
‘© happy Omen for me is to have wife Men about me.” 
To comfort his People in a Time of Drought, he res 
leas’d the Prifoners, and granted a general Pardons 
confefling, neverthelefs, that this was an Indulgence, 
whereof a Prince ought to be very f{paring, for fear 
that the Impunity of the Wicked might prove a Pre- 
judice to the Publick ; and that he ought to root out 
the Tares, left they fhould damage the good Corn. 
Other wife Sayings, and worthy Aétions, of this 
Prince, are recorded, which I muft omit mention- 
ing, and will finifh this Article (which I was defirous 
thould comprize the moft valuable Pafflages of the 
Volume 
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Volume whereof it is an Account) with the follow. 
ing Advices, which this illuftrious Emperor gave: his 
Succcflor the Year before his Death. ‘* Govern well 
“ your Heart, fays he, and all its Inclinations; pro- 
6 mote none but Perfons of Merir into Places and 
“¢ Dignities; encourage wife Men to come to your 
“ Court; watch over the Conduct of Magitftrates; 
“¢ drive Slanderers from your Prefence; be an Ene- 
“ my to Pomp; keep good Occonomy ; let your Re- 
*¢ wards and Puniihments be proportionable to Me- 
rit and Crimes; have fpecial Regard to the Encou- 
ragement of Agriculture, theArt Military, Laws, and 
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Models to form your Government upon, for I do 
not deferve to be regarded as fuch, having made 
too many Slips while [ govern’d the Empire; have 
an Eve always upon the moft perfeét Pattern, with- 
out which you will never keep a juft Medium, 
wherein Virtue confifts. Laftly, take care that 
the Splendor of your Rank puff you not up with 
Pride, and that you indulge not your felf in the 
Pleafures of a voluptuous Life; for fo you will ruin 
6¢ both the Empire and yourfelf.” 
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What more particularly regards the Geographical Part 
of this Volume of the Hiflory of China, may be feen in 
the Literary Magazine for December 1736. 








ARTICLE IV. 


ANTIQUITIES explained: Being a Colledi- 
on of figured Gems, iluftrated by fimilar 
Defcriptions taken from the Claflics, by George 
Ogle E/g; Vol. I. London: Printed by James 
Bettenham, for Ci. Du Bofc, at the Golden- 
Head im Charles-Street, Covent Garden, 
1737. Quarto. p. 188. efides an Index, De- 


dication and Preface, 
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HERE isa kind of Equivocation in this Ti- 

tle, by which the Reader might be led to {up- 
pote that Mr. Ogle was the fole Author of this entre 
Work: Whereas, by a Hint in the third Paragraph 
of his Dedication, we difcover the Cafe to be ovher- 
wife, and truly thus: A certain /rench Writer had 
publifhed a Suit of Gems, with fome very fhort Ix- 
planations of them, which falling into Mr. Og/e’s 
Hands, and recalling to his Memory many pavralicl 
Defcriptions in the ancient Claflics, he thought he 
might greatly improve this Collection, by adding 
them thereto, in the way of a further Explication, 
making the whole fpeak our Language. Accord- 
ingly, in this Edition, whatever follows the Afteri{m 
in each Article, is Mr. Ogle’s, and every thing pre- 
ceeding it muft of right be afcribed to the French 
Author. 

This Anonymous Gentleman tells us in his Preface, 
it was not his defign here to compofe a Hiftory of 
antique Gems or engraved Stones. In this Colleécti- 
on he has touch’d none but the moft beautiful Pieces 
that either never yet appeared, or appear’d in an un- 
becoming Drels. He owns, that ‘he has given fome 
few, that with very little Variation are engraved in 
other Collections; but the leaft Variation, in Pieces 
of fuch Value, feem’d, in his Opinion, to merit a 
particular Attention. He could have been glad, on 
this occafion, to fatisfy the Curious, both of the 
Species of every Gem, and the Cabinet from which 
it was taken; but as thefe Engravurcs were not 
wrought after the very Gems, but Iimprefiions of 
them, it was not poffible for him to judge of the 
Quality of the Stone: To fay no more of his De- 
fign, in the Choice he made, the Perfe&tion of the 
Work was principally confidered, and the Preference 
always paid to the Subjeéts of Compefition; that is, 
to the figured Gems rather than the fingle Heads. 
But he thought it a Matter of Importance to give 
their juft Dimenfions; whether by defcribing their 
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entire Form, when the Plate permitted him, or by 
giving the two Diameters, when the Gems exceeded 
a certain Size. He judg’d this rather neceflary, be- 
caufe oft-times the fame Defign appears in two Stones 
of unequal Magnitude, or if not the fame Defign, 
differing only in fome minute Circumftance; and in 
either of thefe Cafes, the Curious may eafily affure 
himfe!f of that which ferved him for an Original, by 
confronting the very Gem, its Impreffion, or Print, 
with the precife Bignefs of that which he follows, 
He obferves, that notwithftanding the Lofles we 
have fuftained of thefe fine Remains of ancient Art, 
we have yet abundance of them in our Pofleffion. 
For this Species of Antiquities preferved themfelves 
better than any other; their Smallnefs and Solidity 
laying them leis open to the Injuries of Time. The 
frequent and different Ufes, to which they were ap- 
plied, whether in Rings, in Seals, or other Orna- 
ments, made them neceflary,and their exquifite Beau- 
ty made them valuable: For the natural Splendor of 
the Stone, and the additional Perfection of the 
Work, prefent, at one View, two Objects of Ad- 
miration. 

Comprized in thefe figured Volumes, as he re- 
marks, isto be found, all that regards the Fable or 
the Hiftory, the Cuftoms or the Habits, the Cere- 
monies or the Exerciles of the Ancients. They fhew 
us the Features and the Faces of thofe great Perfona- 
ges, whofe ‘ haracters and Actions are already painted 
and defcribed by the Hittorians. Nay, as he afferts, 
they preferve a more perfe& Likenefs than the Me- 
dals caft to reprefent the fame Heads: their Relief is 
more cenfiderable, and the Lineaments more diftiné. 
They have defcended to us with lefs Alteration than 
thofe Picccs of Metal, often worn, disfigured, or 
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and explaining the one by the other, whenever he 
would afcertain the true Likenefs of either? 

Men of the firft Note in all Ages have paid a due 
Regard to thefe ineftimable Pieces. The firft who 
affembled what we call a Cabinet at Rome, was Scau- 
rus, Son-in-law to Sylla. Pompey, after him, con- 
fecrated tothe Capitol a much finer Cabinet of Rings, 
taken from Mithridates. In Imitation of this famous 
Conqueror, Ce/ar, then Dictator, dedicated to the 
Temple of Venus-Genetrix, fix Tablets fill’d with 
Rings. And to conclude, Marcellus, the Son of 
Offavius, depofited a noble Cabinet in the Temple 
of Apollo. 

It is the infinite Service they are of towards the 
true Intelligence of Antiquity, that has engaged the 
Learned and the Curious, as our French Author takes 
notice, to publith, at different Times, the Defigns 
of various Antiques, and fometimes accompanied with 
Explications. Of thefe he reckons up, Leonard A- 
gohini, whofe Colleétion he extolls for its Beauty of 
Workmanfhip and Execution: 7. B. Gallefiruzzi, 
(an excellent Painter alfo) who etched them: Le 
Pois, AEneas-Vicus, 4. Canini, Peter-Santer Bertolt, 
Beser, Licetus, Maffei, Spon, and Gorleus; thefe, he 
fays, have labour’d in the fame Tract with equal 
Succefs; though a Line or two after he tells us, that 
the laft is inferior to the others; and his Words feem 
to fuggeft as if none but the firft named had done 
very well. As for Gorleus, he pronounces, that his 
Defign is fo little, and at the fame Time fo faulty, 
that the fineft Subjects are no longer known, as they 
are defcribed in that Colleétion. 

There appear’d lately in Holland a Suit of Gems, 
publifhed upon a Plan entirely new, and well laid. 
The Undertaker (7. 4. Canini) attach’d himfelf fing- 
ly to thofe which bore on them the Names of thofe 
by whom they were wrought. This Projeé&t was 
calculated to exhibit the different Manners of thofe 
ancient Mafters. To the Draughts were fubjoined 
{uch Memoirs as could be procured of the Lives of 
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the Artifts. But it feems the Engravure of this o- 
therwife valuable Work was ill done, too ftiff and 
high; and M. Picart loaded and fimfhed it to fuch 
Excefs, that we are told the Copy deviates as much 
from the Purity, as from the Size of the Original. 
But the Connoiffeurs, our Author fays, will foon find 
ample Confolation in the Appearance of a compleat 
Suit of one of the fineft Cabinets in Europe. They 
will acknowledge in thefe exact Copies the Beauty of 
their Originals; and though the Modefty of their 
Author will not permit the mention of his Name, 
ours efteems himfelf happy in this Opportunity of pre- 
paring the World for the Expectation of fo valuable 
a Pertormance. 

As Mr. Ogle feems to have had an Inclination for 
exercifing his Talents upon this fine Subject, fo, in 
his Dedication, he congratulates himfelf, as it were, 
upon his cafually meeting with this French Collecti- 
on, which furnifhed him with an ealy Opportunity 
of fo doing, and obviate the Difficulty of Accefs to 
the Cabinets of the Curious; of which he infinuates 
a very juft Complaint ; and afterwards handfomly 
expofes that Humour of Antiquarians which is the 
Ground of it, and which begets in the Generality an 
Averfion and Prejudice againft the Study of Anti- 
quities. This, however, he generoufly vindicates 
from the Imputations which the morofe and incom- 
municative Temper of feveral of its Profeffors have 
drawn on it; and demonftrates of what eminent Ser- 
vice it is towards clearing up the Dates and Faéts of 
Hiftory, and explaining and illuftrating the whole 
Body of Claflic Authors. “ For (with refpeé to 
** this laft) wherever mention is made, fays he, of 
“¢ an ancient Fable, Habit, Utenfil, Cuftom, or Ce- 
““ remony, (whether domeftic, civil, or religious) 
“ no Comment of Words can give that Satistaétion 
** to the inquifitive modern Reader, as when he fees 
“* the very Picture of that ancient Habit, é?c. laid 
“© before him.” 2 
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In further Commendation of this Study, he ven- 
turcs to advance, that the flow Progrefs of Painting 
in thele Kingdoms is chiefly to be attributed to the 
Neglect of it; and he fhews that to their cultivating 
thereof, the beft Matters of the Flemifh, Lombard, 
and Italian Schools, owe the Excellencies we moft 
admire in them; and that on the other hand, the 
Deteéts we lament in fome of them, who are other- 
wife admirable, are due to their Deficiency in this 
particular. . 

There are, it is true, many Qualities, both natu- 
ral and acquired, requifite to conttiture the perfect 
Painter, to which the Knowledge of Antiquity can 
lend no Ailiftance or Improvement: A happv and 
copious Invention, a rich and agreeable Fancy, a 
bold and fublime Genius, fays Mr. Ogie, are the Gitts 
of Nature; but in Matter of Defign, it muft be to 
him of infinite Advantage. ‘* For wherc, as he pros 
“ ceeds, can he learn a jufter or finer Air for his 
“© Heads, a more beautful Difpofal of the Hair, ora 
happier Adjuftment of the other Members of the 
“* Body? Their Attitudes are always well obferv’d; 
“ their Pofitions well maintain’d; the Afpeéts of 
“ their Figures pleafing, and their AGtions graceful. 
“* Here he will find the true Decorum of Compofi- 
“* tion; where every fingle Part, fromthe admirable 
** Difpofition of the Whole, preferves a diftin& and 
proper Chara€ter. What Choice of beautiful 
“ Faces, what Variety of lovely Forms offer them- 
** felves to his Imitation, whether he confult for 
** fingle Images or Groups? The fame Store-houfe 
“ furnifhes him with Plenty of Ornaments of Ha- 
* bit. The fame Argument defcends even to Land- 
: (cape; and he can no where better apply for the 
eA Decoration of Temples, Monuments, Portico’s, 
i Theatres, Columns, Trophies, &?c. proper to fill 

and adorn his Pieces.” 

Mr. Ogle acknowledges it as a Truth not to be con- 
tefted, thar there may beatoo paflionate Admiration, 
and too clofe an Imitation of Antiquity, ‘To this, 
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he fays, may be attributed the Drine/s and Stiffne/s 
obfervable in fome Performances of Mantegna ; the 
fantaftical Humour of Cofimo in moft of his Works; 
and the Extravagancies which good Judges difrelith 
in the Compofitions of Zefa. And had not the ce- 
Jebrated Poufine been fonder of imitating the Colour of 
antique Marble than of living Nature, he had me- 
rited the Title of a fecond Raphael. 

But then, on the other hand, as he remarks, no- 
thing was wanting in Titian, that excellent Colourift, 
requifite to produce the firft of Painters, but the 
fingle Knowledge of Antiquity. To this Negle& 
alone may be attributed his Jucorreétne/s of Defign. 
Correggio has the fame Fault, and owing to the fame 
Caufe ; nor would he ever have left his Works fo 
unvaried and unpeopled, had he confulted it. He 
had not been then at a Lofs to fill his Paintings with 
a greater Diverfity of Attitudes, and a better Choice 
of Figures. 

Michael Angelo, as he goes on, transferr’d from 
thence many of the beft Figures in his laft Judg- 
ment; and from the fame Treafure Raphael borrowed 
the wonderful Choice of Attitudes fo admirable in 
his Performances. To this noble Fund Guido, Fulio 
Romano, Luca Giordano and Carlo Maratti are indebt- 
ed for fome of their moft diftinguifhing Excellences. 
A Study, as he rightly infers, productive of fo many 
and fuch pleafing Advantages, will never pafs for ri- 
diculous or unprofitable, in the Opinion of compe 
tent Judges, when rationally and properly applied. 

As Mr. Ogle judg’d thefe Refleé&tions proper, in 
his Addrefs of the Work to that learned Nobleman, 
and illuftrious Encourager of Learning, the Duke of 
Dorfet, {fo 1 thought them no way unfuitable to an 
Article wherein I am giving an Account of it. 

All I fhall fay further concerning it, is, with refped 
to the Method in which the Materials of it are dif- 
poled. I have already reckoned the Pages of which 
it confifts, but I fhould have mentioned that thofe 
are all taken up with the Explications, and that the 

Gems, 
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Gems, being fifty in Number, which they refer to, 
employ fo many other Leaves, each bearing a fingle Im- 
preflion on one fide; the Figures enclofed within a 
oval Periphery of about four Inches in length, un- 
derneath which is marked the true Size, and fome- 
times the very Shape of the Gem. 

The 18th Figure reprefents Venus fitting, Cupid 
ftanding againft her Knee, and earneftly looking up 
towards a Bow which fhe holds over his Head. The 
French Writer’s Explication of this Gem is, accord- 
ing to his manner, very fhort. ‘* Venus feated, fays 
“ he, Cupid ftanding before her; he feems to demand 
“ his Bow, which fhe had taken from him.” To 
this Mr. Ogle adds, “* Cupid was not fo ftriétly ob= 
“ fervant of his Mother, but that fhe was fome- 
“ times obliged to difcipline him. ‘Take her own 
“ Words, as Apollonius Rhodius makes her {peak, in 
“ that part of the Argonautics, where Juno and Mi- 
© nerva follicit Venus to employ her Son, to infpire 
Medea with the Love of Fa/fon.” Here enfues 
the Paffage of the Greek Poet, with Mr. Ogle’s 
Englifh ‘Tranflation. After which he proceeds, 
“ Lucian, in his Dialogue of Venus and Luna, makes 
“ Venus fay in the fame manner: Forgive him, Luna, 
“ be is a mojt ungovernable Boy. What Injuries has he 
“* not done even me, that am his Mother, now driving 
“* me to Mount Ada for the fake of ‘Trojan Anchifes? 
And now again to Mount Libanus, for the fake of 
“ that Affyrian Youth *, for whom be alfo raifed a 
* Pajion in Proferpine; defrauding me by thofe Means 
* of half of my Defire. Provok’d at this Ufage, I 
“ have often threatned him, that unlefs he behaved 
 himfelf with more Refpeét, 1 would break his Bow 
* and Quiver, and clip his Wings. Already I have 
* given him fome Correstion; and taking him on my 
* Knee, chaftized him with my Sandal. But what- 
“* ever Marks he bore of my Refentment, whatever Fear 


be foowed, whatever Supplication be made on thefe 


“ Occafions, I know not bow it happens, but the pro- 
E 3 SS mifed 


* Adonis: 
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6 mifed Reformation efcapes bis Memory in an Ins 
6¢ fant.” 

This is immediately followed by the Original 
Words of Lucian, which finifh the Hluftration of 
the Gem: As what I have here inferred concerning 
jt may ferve as a Specimen, by which the Reader 
may form a competent Judgment of the whole Per- 
formance. 





ARTICLE YV. 


PuitosopHIcAL ‘TRANSACTIONS for the Months 
of ‘anuary, February, and March 1736, 
Numb. 449. Including eleven Articles. 


I. 4 Catalogue of the Fifty Plants from Chelfea- 
Garden, prefented to the Royal Society by the Com- 
pany of Apothecaries ; for the Year 1734, purfue 
ant to the Direttion of Sir Hans Sloane. By Ifaac 
Rand, F.R.S. 


Il. The apparent Times of the Immerfions and Emerfions 
of Jupiter’s Satellites, which will Lappen in the Year 
1737. Computed to the Meridian of the Royal Ob- 
fervatory at Greenwich. By Jamcs Hodgfon, 
F.R.S. | 


Very learned Mathematician, and a Man of 

great Probity, has lately ventured to advancea 
Propofition fo oppofite to the concurrent Opinion of 
all the modern Aftronomers, and fo contrary to what 
of late Years has been the general Senfe of all who 
are any way converfant in Phyfical Speculations, that 
it is by many looked on as an Effect of fome unac- 
countable Enthufiafm, or extraordinary Decay of 
Underftanding: His Notion is, that Jupiter is no 
bigger than the Earth, and indeed, that the Earth is 
the largeft of all the Planets: at the fame Time he 
believes, 
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believes, that the Sun is much nearer to us than is 
commonly imagined. All this he is perfuaded he can 
evidently demonftrate, and thinks it a Truth in which 
the Honour of Chriftianity is nearly interefted. [ 
own it to be my Sentiment, that this Theory, how- 
ever true, is of no Confequence to Religion at all; 
but at the fame time I am not for treating it with Ri- 
dicule, tillthe Ab{urdity of it is (hewn, or rejecting 
it as falfe, without any Examination. Anupodes 
were once look’d upon as a monttrous Error; and it 
was long after the Thing was ftarted, thar a Man 
could fuppofe the Motion of the Earth, and not be 
reckoned diftraéted. 


III. Zhe apparent Times of fuchof the Immerfions and 
Emerfions of Jupiter’s Satellites, as are vifible at 
London in the Year 1737. By James Hodgfon, 
F.R.S. 

IV. 4 Propofition relating to the Combination of tranf{- 
parent Lens’s with Retlecting Plains. By J. Had- 
ley, E/9; F.R.S. 

V. An Account of a large Rony Subftance found ii the 
Womb, which was fhown to the Royal Society, 
May the 17th, 1733. By Edward Hody, M.D. 
F.R.S. 

VI. Some Experiments concerning the Inpregnation of 
the Seeds of Plants. By James Logan, E/g; 

VII. Some Obfervations of Eclipfes of Jupiter’s Satel- 
lites, made by Geo. Lynn, E/g; at Southwick, 
near Oundle 72 Northamptonfhire. 

VIN. 4 Letter from Mr. Tho. Jones to James Jurin, 
M.D. F.R.S. concerning the High Tide in the Ri- 
ver Vhames, on Feb. 16. 1735-6. 

IX. Affeétus Cutaneus Singularis, ad Abrahamo Va- 
tero, Anatomes €f Botanices in Academia Wittem- 
bergenfi Profeffore publico, R.S.S. Regali Socie- 
tatl communicatus. 

X. Experiments concerning the Vibrations of Pendu- 


lums. By the late W. Derham, D.D. F.R.S. 


E 4 Thefe 
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Thefe Experiments were made feveral Years fince; 
what brought them to Mr. Derbam’s Remembrance, 
and engaged him to communicate them to the Royal 
Society was, the Account which Mr. Bradley hath 
given in Philofophical Tranfac. N° 432, of Obferva- 
tions made at Famaica by Mr. Campbel, with a nice 
Pendulum Clock, of Mr. Graham’s making: Of 
which an Abftract was publifhed in the Pre/ent State 
of the Republick of Letters for Fanuary 1735. p. 13. 

By fome Experiments made in the Year 1704, with 
excellent Inftruments, Mr. Derham found, that the 
Vibrations of Pendulums in Vacuo were larger than 
in the open Air, or Receiver unexhaufted: Alfo that 
the Enlargement or Diminution of the Vibrations 
was conftantly in Proportion to the Quantity of Air, 
or Rarity, or Denfity thereof, which was left in the 
Receiver of the Air Pump. And as the Vibrations 
were larger or fhorter, fo the Times were augmented 
or diminifhed accordingly; wz. two feconds in an 
Hour flower, when the Vibrations were largeft, and 
lefs and lels, as the Air was readmittted, and the Vi- 
brations fhortned. 

But notwithftanding the Times were flower, as 
the Vibrations were larger, yet he had Reafon to 
conclude, that the Pendulum really moved quicker in 
Vacuo than in the ir, becaufe the fame Difference, 
or Enlargement of the Vibrations, (as two Tenths 
of an Inch on a Side) would caufe the Movements, 
inftead of two Seconds in an Hour, to go fix or 
feven Seconds flower in the fame Time; as he found 
by fome very nice Trials. 

In the Years 1705, 1706, 1712, he made other 
Experiments, by the Help of a good Month-piece 
that {wings Seconds. The Weight which then 
drove it was about 12 or 13 Pounds, and it kept 
Time exactly by the Sun’s mean Motion: but by 
hanging on fix Pounds more, the Vibrations were 
enlarged; but yet theClock gained 13 or 14 Seconds 
in a Day. 


And 
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And as the Increafe or Diminution of the Power 
that drives the Clock, doth accelerate or retard its 
Motion, fo, no doubt, fays our Author, doth Clean- 
nefs or Foulne/s affect it, and fo doth Heat or Colds 
for all have the fame Effeét upon the Pallats and Pen- 
dulums. 

Other Experiments he mentions, he madein 1716, 
1718, totry what Effects Heat and Cold had upon 
Tron Rods of the fame Length, or as near as he could 
to thofe that fwing Seconds. He made his Experi- 
ments with round Rods of about a Quarter of an 
Inch Diameter, and with fquare Rods of about 
three Quarters of an Inch Square. The Effects on 
both which were the fame. 

At firft he took the exact Length of the Rods, in 
their natural Temper. ‘Then he heated them as well 
as he could in a Smith’s Fire, from End to End, 
nearly to a flaming Heat; by which means they were 
lengthned two Tenths of an Inch. Then he quench- 
ed them in cold Water, which made them ,;3 of an 
Inch fhorter than in their natural State. Then he 
warmed them to, as near as he could guefs, the 
Temper of his Body; by which Means they became 
about ,4 of an Inch longer than in their natural Tem- 
per. Afterwards he cooled them ina ffrong frigori- 
fick Mixture of common Salt and Snow, which 
fhortened them .3> Parts of an Inch. Afterwards he 
meafured the Rods, when heated in a hot Sun, which 
lengthned them rs Parts of an Inch more than their 
natural ‘Temper. 

All thefe Experiments, as he concludes, feem to 
concur in refolving the Phenomenon of Pendulum 
Clocks going flower under the A‘quator than in the La- 
titudes from it: but yet, he has too good an Opini- 
on of Sir Z/aac Newton’s Notion of the Spheeroidal 
Figure of the Earth, to part eafily with it; and 
therefore he leaves it to the Contideration of others, 
how far that, and how far Heat and Cold, and the 
Rarity and Denfity of the Air, are concerned in that 
Phenomenon, 


XI. The 
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XI. The Conftruétion avd Ute of Spherical Maps, or 
fuch as are delineated upon Portions of a Spherical 
Surface. By Mr. John Colfon, M.A. F.R.S. 





ARTICLE Vi. 
Literary News. 
LEITrDN. 


‘i 7 and #7. Verbeek, Bookfellers of this City, have 

e printed, Bernardi Siegfried Albini, Anatomes 
€? Chirurgie in Academia Batava, que Leide eff, 
Profefforis, Ofium Fetus bumani Icones 163, cum ea 
yum Explicationibus. Quarto. The Plates for this 
Work are done by that famous Engraver 7. Wande- 
daar. 

2. F. A. Langerak and H. Verbeek are in Hand 
with G. 7's Grave/ande’s Phyfices Elementa Mathemati- 
ca, Experimentis confirmata 3 five Introduttio ad Phi 
lofophiam Newtonianam. 


New BOOKS imported and fold by Paul and Maac 
Vaillant zx the Strand; and W. Innys and R. Mans 
by, the Corner of St. Paul’s Church-yard. 


1. CVammerdamii Biblia Nature, five Hiftoria In 

/ettorum, in Claffes certas redatta, necnon Exem- 
plis €P Anatomico variorum Animalculorum examine, 
sEnei{que Tabulis illufirata, infertis numerofis rariorum, 
Nature Obfervationibus. Accedit Prefatio in qué vi- 
tam Auttoris defcripfit Herman. Boerhaave. Fol. Leidz. 
1737: 

2. Origine de la Grandeur de la Cour de Rome par 
feu L’ Abbé deVertot. N.B. This Book the Author 
did not dare publith during kis Lifetime, not having 
been able to obtain a Privilege for the fame at Paris. 


12M0. i737. 
3. Dif 
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2. Difpute entre les Medecins Ef Chirurgiens de Paris 
au Sujet du mal Venerien en & brochures. 4t0 & 8vo. 
1737" | | eheories €§ Ia Pratique ‘de Ia Coupe des Pi- 
4. La Theories €F la Pratique ‘de la Coupe des é 
evves €P des Bois pour la Confiruction des Batimens Ci- 
vils €? Militaires par M. Frezier, Jugenieur du Roy @ 
Strasbourg. 4to. tom. 1. 1737. 

5. Linnei Genera Plantarum, eorumque Caratteres 
naturales, fecundum numerum, figuram, fitura & pro 
portionens omniunt Fruttificationis partium. 8vo. 1737. 

6. Liber Jobi cum nova Verfione ad Hcbrxeum fon- 
tem €? Commentario perpetuo. Ln quo vetcrum & ree 
centiorum Interpretum cogitata precipua expendentur, ge- 
nuinus fenfus ad prifcum Lingu@e genium indagatur, atqs 
ex filo €P nexu univerfo argumenti nodus intricatiffimus 
evolvitur. Curavit €8 edidit Albert. Schultens. 2 Vols. 
4to. 1737. _ ss 

7. Scriverii Opera Anecdota Philologica &F Poetica 
ex Schedis Audtoris MSS. eruit &§ edi curavit Hen. 
Wefterhovius. 4to. 1737. 

8. Commentavius ad Canticum Mofis cum Prolego- 
menis cura fiudio Campeg. Vitringa, Opus pofthumum, 
edente Herman Venema. 4to. 

9. Sermons de Jacques Saurin fur divers textes de E- 
criture fainte. tom 8 &§ 9. 8vo. 1737. 

10. Introduction a P Hiftoive Univerfelle contenant la 
Fondation, les Progres, les Changemens, €f la Ruine des 
Monarchies, des principaux Royaumes &§ des Republiques 
depuis le Commencement du Monde, ju/qu’a la decadence 
del’ Empire Romain en Occident, avec une Supputation 
Chronologique, par Dan. Thienpont. 2 Vols. 410. 
1737- 

tr. Julii Caefaris Commentarii cum Notis integris 
Dionyfii Voffii, Davifii €? Sam. Clarkii, Cura &? 
Studio Francifci Oudendorpii, gui {nas Animadverfio- 
ues ac varias Lettiones adjecit. 2 Vols. 4to. 1737. 


BIER 
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MisceLtLANEOUS. 
“— > Engu' y into the Morals of the 
Antients. By George England, 
Printed for Meff. Bette/worth and 
Hitch, Svo, price g 5. 

2. Memorials prefented by the De- 
puties of the Council of Trade in 
France, to the Royal Council, in 1701. 
Now firft publithed in French and En- 
git/b. Sold by Mefl. Knapton, Svo. 
price 35. 6d. 

3- Inftitutes of Learning, taken 
from <Ariffotle, Plutarch, Longinus, 
Diony fius Halicarnaffeus, Cicero, Quin- 
tilian, znd many other Writers both 
antient and modern. By the Rev. 
Edu. Manwaring. Printed for Meif. 
Innys and Manby, price 15. 

4. The Rife and Progrefs of the Pa- 
pal Power. Done from the French of 
Abbot Vertot, by Mr. Sluice. Printed 
for F. Cogan, price 1s. 

5. A thort View of Latin Gram- 
mar. In a Method entirely new. 
For the Ufe of Schools. By ‘fobn 
Stirling, M. A. Printed for 7. Afley, 
price 6 d. 

* 6. The Strength and Weaknefs of 
human Reafon. ‘The 2d Edition cor- 
reted. Printed for C. Rivington. 
32mo. price 2s. 6d. 

7- An Enquiry into the Meaning of 
Demoniacks in the New Teftament. 
Printed for #. Roberts, price 1s. 

8. A Letter tothe Rev. Mr. Yobn 
Gill; containing Remarks on fome 
Paffages in the Dedication to his Ser- 
mon on the greatStorm. Sold by ¥. 
Lewis, price 6d. 

ge A Letter from Mrs. Fane Fones, 
alias enny Diver, in Drury-Lane, to 
Mrs. Arabella B—wl—s, near Wine- 
Office-Court, Fleetfreet. Printed for 
Al. Dedd, price 6d. 

10. A modeft Vindication of the 
truly illuftrious Order of Ubigquarians 
trom fome late Afperfions raifed againft 
- Sold at the Pamphlet Shops, price 

1%. A Diflertation upon the Surface 
of the Earth, as delineated in a Speci- 
men of a Philoiophical-Chorographi- 
cal Chart of Eaff-Kent. By Chrifto- 
pher Packe, M.D. Sold by. Roberts, 
price 6 d. 

12. Impartial Thoughts on the Su- 
premacy of the Civil Magiftrate. By 
Francis Squire, A. M. Printed for 
J. Roberts, price 1s. 

PoLITICAL. 

13. An Effay on Parties and a Free- 

Government in the Chara¢ter pf an 


antient Trimmer. With the original 
Preface, taken from a MS. wrote ip 
the Reign of King Charles I.  Printeg 
tor W. Warner, and je Wilford , 


price IS. 


14. Memoirs of the Times; ina | 


Letter to a Friend in the Country, 
Printed tor 4. Dodd, price 1s. ' 

15. Reafons for repealing the Pot- 

ct. Printed for Z. Boreman, price 
4d. 

SERMONS. 

16. Sermons preached at the Roy- 
al-Chapel of Whiteball. By George 
Carleton, M. A. Printed for W, 
Parker, 8vo. price § s. 6d. 

17. A Sermon preached at Hallaton, 
on Occafion of the Small-Pox breaking 
out there. By George Feneicke, 8, 
D. Sold by TZ. Longman, price 6d. 

18. A Sermon preach’d in the Char- 
ter-Houje-Chapel , on Monday Dee, 
13. 1736. being the Day appointed 
for the Commemoration of the Foun- 
der, By the Rev. George Wilkinjon, 
Sold by J. Cooper, price 6 d. 

THEOLOGICAL. 

19. Social Religion exemplified, in 
an Account of the firft Settlement of 
Chriftianity in the City of Caerludd, 
Printed for %. Buckland, price Is. 

20. An Effay on Religion. The 
2d Edition, with Additions. Print- 
ed for F. Roberts, price 13. 6d, 

23» Truth afcertain’d and Error 
confuted. Printed for ‘f. Roberts, 
price 3 d, 

ENTERTAINMENT and PoETRY: 

22. The Batchelor of Salamanca: 
Or, Memoirs of Don Cherubim de la 
Renda. in 3 Parts. Tranflated from 
the French of Mr. Je Sage, by Mr 
Lockman. Printed for Mefi. Bettef- 


worth and Hitch ; Dover and Haw- | 


kins. 12mo. price 3 5. 

23. Bacchus and Venus: Or, a fe- 
le& Colleétion of near 200 witty and 
diverting Songs and Catches in Love 
and Gallantry. Printed for R. Mon- 
tagu. I2mo. price2s. 6d, 


field, imploring his Majefty’s Return 
Printed for T. Cosper, price 6 d. 

25- Patriotic Love: An Ode, chiefs 
ly occafion’d by fome late Aéts of Par- 
liament. Printed for W. Lewts, 
price 6 d. 

26. A compleat Colleétion of old 
and new LEnglifhb and Scotch Songs, 
with their refpeétive Tunes. In 4 


24+ An Odetothe Earl of Chefer- 


Pocket Volumes, price 15, ¢ach ftitch de | 


Printed for 3. Clarkes 
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ROPOSALS for printing by Subdfcription, 
a new Edition of Scriptorum Ecclefiajticorum L1i- 
froria Literaria, Autore Gulielmo Cave Canonico Win- 
deforienfi. 

To give the Learned a juft Idea of the great Im- 

rovements they may expect in this new Edition of 
Dr. Cave’s Hiftoria Literaria, the Editors have chought 
proper to advertife, that the Author during the laft 
twelve Years of his Life carefully revifed this Work, 
and made very large Additions and Emendattons 
throughout the whole; and that thefe are fo confider- 
able as to make at leaft near one third Part of the 
whole; which will now be printed, as prepared by 
the Author, not by way of Appendix or new Sup- 
plement, but, together with the feveral Parts of the 
former Supplemental Volume, digefted into the Bo- 
dy of the Work, and inferted in their proper Places; 
fo that the Hi/foria Literaria will now appear entire, 
and in a great meafure zew. And it is prefumed there 
needs no greater Recommendation of this Underta- 
king, than to affure the Learned, that what is now 
to be publifhed is from the Author’s own genuine 
Copy, which together with a new Prolegomcna, he 
entirely finifhed and made ready for the Prefs {ome 
time before his Death, and left the whole Work in 
the Hands of his very worthy Friends and Executors 
the Right Honourable the Lord Chief Juftice Reeve, 
and the Reverend Dr. Younes Canon of /Vixd/or, 
defiring that it might be printed in the fame compleat 
Form he had left it, and not otherwife. Accordingly 
It is propofed, 

I, That the Work printed at Oxford be on the 
fame fine Paper, and with the fame Letter 2s the 
Specimen annex’d to the Propofals delivered to the 
Subfcribers; and, by Reafon of the Largenefs of 
the Page beyond that of the former Edition, be com- 
prifed as that was, in two Volumes in /o/io. 

_TI. That as the many large Additions and Altera- 
tions are fo interfperfed throughout the Work, as to 
render it impoflible ro compute the exact Number of 
Sheets the whole will make, it is propofed to be 
publifhed 








publifhed at the rate of three half Pence per Sheet, 

each Subfcriber paying one Guinea at Subicribing, 

and the Remainder according to the number a 

Sheets on the delivery of a perfect Book in Quires, 

when the whole fhall be exactly calculated, and the 

Account printed and delivered to the Subfcribers for 

their Satisfaction. 

IL[. That for fuch Curious Gentlemen or Learned 
Societies that fhall be defirous to have the large Pa- 
per, there fhall be printed at the rare of two Pence 
half Penny per Sheet, fuch a Number as fhall be 
fubfcribed for and no more, each Subiciiber paying 
down one Guineaand half, and the Remainder as above, 

IV. ‘Vhat in order to render this Edicion {till more 
compleat and extentively ufeful, References will-be 
made where proper to Fabricius, Oudin, Nourry, and 
other Authors who fiace Dr. Cave have mentioned 
the fame Writers, and likewife fome notice taken of 
later Editions of the Fathers publifhed here or abroad, 
and proper Indexes added to the laft Volume. 

V. That as the Publication ofthis Work will be 
owing to the Encouragement it receives from the 
Publick, fo foon as a proper Number of Subfcriptis 
ons are come in, it will be put to the Prefs, and, as 
the Copy was left correéted and ready prepared by 
the Doétor himfelf, will be carried on (under the In- 
{pection of Gentlemen refident in the Univerfity) 
with all poffible Expedition, agreeable to the execus 
ting fo great a Work with Juftice and Care. 

VI. That the Names of the Subfcribers be printed 
at the Beginning of the firit Volume, as Encouragers 
of the Publication of this learned Work. | 

Propofals are delivered and Subfcriptions taken in 
by the Bookfellers of Loudon and Country. 

Lately publiford, in Two Volumes in Folio, printed from a Copy revi- 
fed by the Author, with his Effigies, from an original Painting, 
curioufly engraved by Mr. Vertue, the Eleventh Edition of 
The Hittory of the World. By Sir Waiter Ralegh, Kt. To 

which is prefixed the Life of the Author, newly compiled. from 


Materials more ample and authentick than have yet been publifh’d. 
By Mr. O/dis. Alfo his Trial, with fome Additions; together 


with a Lift of Authors cited by him, and a new and more copious | 


Index to the whole Work. 


Printed for 7. Walthoe, over-againtt the Royal Exchange, Cornbill 
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